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Rote, My Lissonp Frlend SHXE by #YZMIKE - RARS RES P 7

: y 040 Away a BENDEE 2o n e e by Toshiko Okawa P8

The following is a story about the world of koto from Ms. Awaya who was EOER  romermssssssssssassssssssssenseas by Dr Sasaki P9
awarded “Woman of the Year” in May 2022. She has been playing the koto for HirosHappy Li fig weenamomsano by Hirolsogawa PS5
60 years: - e 1 WG T T I e e by ZF Hobrh P8
MENREG TS  eoessrssssssmssssnenie by AlexTokita P13

“When | was in junior high school, I sometimes heard the sound of koto from a SHEREY" D Mgy Sistdedsiaonaenin by Fuuka P9
neighbor's house. One day, [ met the person who was playing at the house, CNHSTS? HIRREDER ----mmmemeee by KAnift#Et P8
and she let me in to listen to her music. She was sitting gracefully in front of TERRMADIR Hadmndbra et ek i e by ZE&ThelA P13
the koto, which had 13 strings made of silk, with ivory nails on the thumb, FARNTA~NYE—)y FRERH - by bH&YHLE P12

index and middle fingers of his right hand. “Kororinshan” is a typical \Aﬁﬁﬁf’)gﬁﬁﬁﬂ ----------------------- by #4x/4%)3

onomatopoeic expression unique to the Japanese language in the description
of the sound of Koto. [ was fascinated by the Kororinshan sound she made
playing the koto as well as her elegant posture, which made me want to learn
how to play the instrument myself.

After that, | found a wonderful teacher who taught me with joy and sometimes
with strictness, and after 10 years of study, [ was able to obtain a teaching
degree from the Miyagi—Soke of the lkuta—Ryu school in Tokyo.

In January 1965, [ moved to Los Angeles to start a new life with my Japa—
nese—American husband, with two kotos and a sangen (three—stringed instru—
ment) in hand, along with my household goods. After a while, | met Kazue
Kudo sensei, the head of the Kudo Kai, who was from the same school and |
studied under her. What [ saw there was how happily many Issei, Japa—
nese—Americans, and non—Japanese Americans were playing the kotos
together, and [ still remember feeling a sense of relief as well as surprise at
the bright world of koto music in Los Angeles.

While [ was learning from Kudo—sensei, | was given many opportunities to play
the instrument at various venues, included recordings for Hollywood movie
music and Walt Disney World. [ learned a lot from each opportunity, and [ was
able to join Musician Union. Being a member of this union opened a new door
for me to receive various gigs from American entertainment agencies to play
the koto. [ have some memorable experiences with American movies such as
“The Last Samurai” (original title: The Challenge) starring Toshiro Mifune, and
“SF Sword Kill” (original title: Ghost Warrior) starring Hiroshi Fujioka, in which
[ performed with a large orchestra and was joined by Kaz Matsui, a shakuhachi
player and harpist who was very active at the time, as a soloist. | remember
that the music score wasn't given to us until the very day of the perfor—
mance, which was not even proper koto notation but staff notion, and we
needed to transpose it into koto notation on the spot. We also performed
several times at the Grammy Award winners’ celebration party.

Music is an expression of the human mind. Just as history has changed and
the world has changed, all the music, including the traditional Japanese music
”Sou-kyoku”, has gradually changed according to the flow of the later era.
”Awaya—kai” and I, at the point of contact between Japan and overseas, have
also endeavored to popularize Japanese music so that Japanese and Ameri—
can society can enjoy it.

As a bridge between Japan and the U.S., we have collaborated with various
instrument players from around the world, including the Japanese shakuhachi
and taiko drums, and have introduced many pieces that attempt a fusion of
Japanese and Western musical instruments. Thanks to the support of many
people involved, we were able to hold our annual Awaiyakai concerts featuring
Baroque music played on the koto with our students, their families, and
supporting performers.

The koto is a beautiful and versatile instrument that has developed so much
in recent years that it can be used to play various world music including not
only western classical music by Bach, Mozart, and others, but also ethnic
music as well as jazz and even Japanese animation music, as the koto ideally
maintains the sound that people are looking for. We hope that as many people
as possible will continue to enjoy listening to and playing the koto.”
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New H. ope Foundation International

Vol: 27

New Hope Foundation International was established as a nonprofit organization in
1995 in Los Angeles. Our founder, Mr. Richard Fujita, is from Kagoshima Japan. The
main issue we have been focusing on is the human rights crime of human trafficking
in Las Vegas stressing the importance of prevention through the means of education.

Will you help us with the fight against human trafficking?
If so, there are three things you can do:

1) You can take our free online course titled “Freedom Fighter Intro Course” to get
you up to speed on the basics of human trafficking. Visit https://www.nhfinterna-
tional.org/learn to register today.

2) You can share our videos via your social media, with friends and family to keep
them informed regarding human trafficking. Visit our YouTube Channel to start
sharing today - https://www.youtube.com/c/NewHopeFoundationInternational.

3) We of course welcome financial donations to contribute towards our ongoing
educational efforts as well. You can make your donations by visiting our website at
https://www.nhfinternational.org/.

New Hope Foundation Internationalid, 19955 (cOH IV A TIEERIFMEE LTRIThEL
e BIEEDFr— FEBERTARBRERUSTI. BN ERTETTVSELRREIR &
BFRICLAFHOEEHEBRATZ2IANHATOAZTED AMEIEE T,
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REOEKAEEETSTEHNTEET, https://www.nhfinternational.org/learn

DY—=2% )b ATATENLT RAPRELETFEHB L ASTEICBIT2ERERET AT
EHTEZT, https: //www.youtube.com/c/NewHopeFoundationInternational.

3 EEAA RGN GEEESICELER T BH0OFMEEHLLE T, https://www.nhfinter-
national.org/ TRAEBED VT T H A MEGFRIT AT LI THIETEOFTETRIENTEEY.

New Hope Foundation International
Contact: Adia Lancaster

adia@nhfinternational.org for more information

Donate to: 316 E Bridger Ave, Suite 203 Las Vegas, NV 89101
or online at http://nhfinternational.org/give/
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"The taste of love

# Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
f%k!& e
: official calendar. It began on 1 May

The Voice of
Renwa Ira

When | first came to the U.S., | thought it was a
good culture that parents and children naturally
say "l love you" to each other and give each other
hugs. This is because it is possible to express
one's feelings of love for one's partner in words
and attitudes without feeling any sense of shame.
Of course, this is not the only way to express
affection, and it may become the norm and
become superficial.

By the way, the Bible has the following words:
"The wounds of a loving person are faithful. The
wounds a lover gives are a sign of faithfulness/He
who hates gives many kisses" (Proverbs 27:6).
Usually we might imagine the opposite of this,
that those who love give many kisses and those
who hate give many wounds. But that is not all,
and people are not so simple. Love itself is not
just a feeling of liking or disliking. It includes, as
the word says, "fidelity". In the case of married
couples, adultery is a typical example of a break-
down of that fidelity. Or there is also violence. The
wound here, of course, is not meant as such.

If it is the "hater" who takes love lightly and de-

By Rev: Kei Kataoka

2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

ceives with numerous kisses, then the wounds, a
sign of fidelity, can be seen as an attitude of
facing troublesome things together head-on. But
we want and are asked to be "smart" more and
more. We are also afraid of hurting and being
hurt. People, including ourselves, are in some
ways the most troublesome, so we try to get
something that will make us forget that. Or they
try to push themselves and others into a frame
that they can understand. Then we explain it to
them in a way that they can understand it, and
they feel like they understand it too.

There is an old saying that goes, "To understand
one person, you have to lick tons of salt together."
You cannot eat that much salt at one time. If you
do, you will get sick very quickly. It is to be tasted
in small quantities, added to food. Sometimes we
may use the wrong amount of salt, so that we
may share the pain and suffering with others.
How long does it take to use up several tons of
salt? It takes that much time to understand a
person. It takes patience because we cannot un-
derstand immediately, but that is why there is the
depth of flavor of the love that we share together.

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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Charlene ShIZFAUA—N5—DEWE. ZEAD Hitochi (3, KEHERIER., KT
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Re: Dressing up in Wafuku

We always wanted to wear hakama and kimono and attend a formal event somewhere. When our 50th
wedding anniversary formal dinner was set recently, this was the opportunity. [ actually wanted to
wear it to the event, but Charlene was too self-conscious to be seen in public so we decided just to
take a picture to be included in our dinner program. Looking back, we are so happy that we did it with
much gratitude to Toshiko Okawa—san.

We did’n know what to expect for our dressing rehearsal. There were literally a few dozen kimono to
pick from, depending on the preferred color or the occasion. We learned quickly that what looks
attractive on the hanger doesrf t necessarily look the best on. There were some beautiful designs
and colored kimonos but with Toshiko—san’s recommendation, Charlene decided to go with a rather
conservative and understated color and contrast it with a striking obi. Boom, perfect match. I had my
mind set on something dark or black—the selection was rather easy for me. Of course, my waistline

is a bit larger than typical older guys; though a bit embarrassing, an extension was added to the
sash. ono/hakama attire. And color and style choices are very important to match one’s personality.
Yes, having experienced advice and proper fitting are vital for special aveﬂts [ hav& d&ﬁmtely become
a fan of this, and several of my golfing friends are interested in getting &
dressed like samurai and having our pictures taken. Getting all this done
under one roof with the friendly Okawa couple was a perfect lifetime
memory for us. Thank you.

The Morimotos

nww_kimonohime.com
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