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Putting Heart Into Every Stroke
The Journey of a Globally Active Calligrapher
-Vofu

At a kimono event, [ happened to meet calligrapher Yofu. | was captivated by his
gentle, beautiful style—unlike any male calligrapher's— and immediately requested
an interview with him.

Q: What was your job in Japan before moving to the U.S.?
A: I worked as a concert promoter in Tokyo. [ was an artist's concert manager.
Q: What motivated you to move to the U.S.?

A: I wanted to challenge myself by working as a concert promoter overseas.
Initially, | attended a music school and majored in the music business.

Q: What were your initial impressions after arriving in the U.S.?

A: I struggled immensely with English, and honestly, school life was tough every
single day. However, the support of my friends and the bright Los Angeles
weather encouraged me time and again, allowing me to keep moving forward
somehow.

Q: How do you became a calligrapher?

A: When I was 24, | was deeply moved by the beautiful handwriting of my supervi—
sor at the company | worked for. This inspired me to start learning penmanship
through an organization called Nihon Shijji.

After achieving the highest rank in penmanship, which I had practiced for many
years, and learning that a teacher from the same organization who taught brush
calligraphy was based in Torrance, I felt it was the perfect timing. So, in 2018, I
also began studying brush calligraphy. About six months after starting brush
calligraphy, I had what felt like a fateful encounter.

While walking along the Santa Monica Promenade, | came across a man perform—
ing calligraphy on the street. He was 20 at the time, a full generation younger than
me, but I didn't let age deter me. | approached him and asked, “Please let me sit
next to you and teach me too.” He gladly agreed.

This encounter marked the true beginning of my life as a calligrapher.

Today, thanks to the support of the wonderful friends ['ve met through my
activities, my work has expanded further, connecting me with more places and
people.

Moving forward, I will continue my artistic activities with joy and passion, striving
to turn these experiences and connections into valuable opportunities for others’
endeavors as well.

Q: Current Work?

A: My main activities now include running an online store, operating booths at
events, posting on social media, and assisting instructors. I primarily create works
that express names for international clients by combining kanji characters with
positive meanings into a single name. For example, for the name “TOM,” I might
propose a kanji representation like “FJ2" (To—mu), valuing both sound and
meaning. Through my online store and social media, [ now deliver my work to
countries around the world.

Moving forward, I plan to focus more on the educational field, developing teaching
materials and learning content to share the appeal of calligraphy with a wider
audience. Furthermore, aiming to exhibit at art shows, I am also challenging myself
in sumi—e ink painting. Through both calligraphy and sumi-e, [ aspire to be an
artist who expresses Japan's unique aesthetic sensibility and atmosphere.

Q: Could you offer some advice for those aspiring to become calligraphers?

A: Calligraphy is not merely the skill of writing characters beautifully; it is also a
long journey of continually confronting oneself. It is not a world where results

come quickly, but there are vistas only those who persevere can see. The most
” The habit of picking up the
brush every day, even for a little while, will undoubtedly support your future self.

important thing, above all, is “persistence over skill.

Furthermore, for modern calligraphers, leveraging social media and online
platforms is a powerful tool. Sharing your work allows you to connect with people
across countries and languages. There's no need to aim for perfection from the
start. Documenting your current work and showing your growth process is itself a
form of expression. Above all, cherish your own personal “reason for continuing
calligraphy.” It's not just about seeking recognition from others. Remembering
why you want to hold the brush in the first place will give you the strength to
overcome obstacles when you hit walls.

COMMUNITY NEWS

City of Irvine

Free Tax Prep service

The City of Irvine is offering free tax
preparation services to taxpayers who
earned less than $69,000 in 2025.

www.cityofirvine.org

Service is available at Harvard
Community Center, 14701 Harvard
Avenue, Tuesdays from February 3
through April 7, between noon and 6

" February 3 - April 7 |

p.m. An appointment is required; no walk-ins will be accepted.
Interested residents can book an appointment by calling 211 or
1-888-600-4357 and selecting option 7.
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WORKSHOP: Paper Sculpture
by Jeff Morrical

JAPANFOUNDATION c“‘(%

Workshop -
PAPER SCULPTURE BY JEFF MORRICAL Admission fREE
Please register

7:00-8:30pm Thursday February 12, 2026 https://www.iflalc.org/
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The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles
(5700 Wilshire Blvd, Ste 100, Los Angeles, CA 90028)

This hands—on workshop introduces participants to the world of
single—sheet paper sculpture, grounded in the principles of Miura—ori—a
unique origami folding technique developed by Japanese astrophysicist
Koryo Miura. Led by Jeff Morrical, a sculptural artist with a background
in architecture, the workshop explores how simple folding can transform
a single sheet of paper into dynamic three—dimensional forms.
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2026 Community Service Award Banquet
March1 Sunday 3 A 1H (H)

Mile Square Golf Course (Banquet Room) o AL
10401 Warner Ave.Fountain Valley CA 92708 Th

For more details, please contact :
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The Voice of

“Words and Heart”

$~ 4& Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
official calendar. It began on 1 May

Renwva Era

Following the dissolution of the House of Representa-
tives in Japan, street speeches began popping up all over
town. The sight of politicians gripping microphones in
front of train stations, desperately trying to convey “what
and how” within limited time, is deeply poignant. Yet few
people stop to listen. We often witness the strange spec-

By Pastor: Mao Shimizu

2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

“Yes, very cold... my heart too.” | meant to say “I feel cold
to the bone,” but the English word ‘heart’ just slipped out.
She must have thought | was someone whose heart was
cold too. But she laughed out loud and gave me a witty
reply: “Well then, | guess we need some hot chocolate
today.” Even though my English wasn't perfect, there was

tacle of words being shouted loudly, only to seem to definitely a connection between our hearts.
pass right through the air. It's odd—the words are defi-
nitely being spoken, yet they don't reach their target.
Despite the passion, the conviction, and the carefully
prepared speeches, they leave no mark on people's
hearts. Yet, a casual conversation or a clumsy remark can
linger in the mind for a long time. What exactly is the
difference? Communication isn't determined by the
volume of words spoken or the loudness of the voice.
Rather, it only begins to hold meaning the moment the
listener feels, “This is being said to me.” Watching street
speeches, | find myself reflecting anew on the true power
of words.

The Bible says, "A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a
harsh word stirs up anger.” (Proverbs 15:1)

Here, “gentleness” doesn't mean polished expressions or
precise wording. It's about the heart's intention toward
the other person, the tone of voice, facial expressions, the
timing of silence. These invisible elements breathe life
into words.

Meaning in communication arises not for the speaker, but
for the listener. Even the right words, thrown with a cold
heart, become a blade. Conversely, even clumsy words, if
wrapped in warmth, can become a blanket that envelops
someone. So perhaps it's better for us to speak with love
than to strive for perfection. Speaking with love means
valuing the warmth of feeling that reaches the other
person's heart more than choosing the right words.

Living in America, | often find myself reflecting on the
power of words. As a non-native English speaker, |
frequently struggle to convey what | want to say. Instead,
| rely on smiles and nods. Rather than worrying about
grammar, | find myself fixated on the other person's
expression, wondering, “Was that okay?”

It's okay if you lack confidence in your words! The Lord
uses the heart of the speaker, not the size of their vocabu-
lary.

One day at the supermarket checkout, an elderly woman
said to me, “It's cold today, isn't it?” | reflexively replied,
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| Japan has such a beautiful and rich culture and history. I love the
many vibrant crafts and am studying kimono dressing. Nihon Buyo is
a beautiful art that feels unique and is unlike any western style
dances. As someone who has a strong love of traditional theater,
dance, Japanese culture, and have watched many kinds of
performances before, I can firmly say this was a truly unique and
beautiful experience unlike anything I'd seen.

While we might think of stage theater and its plays or dance with its
myriad of styles and moves, this traditional style of dance combines

: dance, theater, and storytelling in a way that feels all at once soft,
beautiful, fun, and powerful. Its slow pace allows for the various dance
moves and poses to shine and gives ample time to admire the
gorgeous kimono and set pieces. Everything is beautifully deliberate
and each piece in this recital felt like it showcased something

| different, making for a wonderful experience.

| My personal favorite pieces were Yashima Kanjo, where it tells the

story of a noble woman, now reduced to a mere maiden in a fishing

village, who still holds onto her poise and pride. To see the way the

costume evolved and the way she wielded her naginata (type of spear

designed to be used by women) at the end was spectacular and you
could feel the intensity and pride.

® 3%F. 5%, 7H. 10FEHPADANLGENTT
® RITOCDKYWWAFHEFCEERT
® 2025 FOFRSHEERTEETY

he other was Renijishi, and was based on an old traditional folktale.

| This felt like the most colorful of the perfarmances and had multiple

| parts. It started out utilizing a unique style of hand puppet then

| evolved by the end into an amazing performance by the noh actors

- with their larger than life outfits and wigs, swinging them like the lions
| manes.

Nihon Buyo is truly an art form that is hard to explain to those
unfamiliar, but that” s all the more reason for people to go and see
and experience its beauty for themselves
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One good road leads to another!

Judy Seki

| started playing the piano at age 10. At 13,  was in the school chair,
and the director was Sister Ignatius. One day she was directing and
playing the organ at the same time; suddenly she asked me to play
the hymn! She showed me a few basics, and from that time | took the
initiative to practice and play background music at Masses. One year
later, a couple asked me to play for their wedding! | hesitated, but my
mother encouraged me. She bought me a book of wedding music,
and | still use that book today! Throughout my high school, college,
and then married life, playing for weddings and funerals has been a
significant source of enjoyable side income. | also play every Sunday
at Mass, and thank my parents, Sister Ignatius, and my piano teacher
for the door that they opened for me.

| also play soprano, alto, tenor, and bass recorders with a Claremont
group. | cannot imagine life without my music and the camaraderie
that it brings.

In addition to music, | have been a notary for the past 27 years. | love
to meet and serve all kinds of wonderful people and to see a wide
variety of documents. And being bilingual has enabled me to work
with many Japanese clients!

For the first 25 years of our marriage, | managed our photography
studio. | always said that Sunny had a camera, and | had a calculator!

| handled all finances, prepared tax returns, met clients, hired employ-
ees, prepared orders, managed inventory, and much more. Although
we hired household help, we always had our children with us, and
they worked in our business in various ways. As we began our new
phase of Sunny’s picture books, | anticipated future economic needs,
and returned to school to earn my teaching credential and MS in
mathematics education. | had a passion for working with students
who had experienced incarceration or other issues, so was hired by a
high school called Soledad Enrichment Action. | taught mathematics
and entrepreneurship, and | loved my students and my work. |
enjoyed obtaining grants to introduce my students to places that
they had never visited: the Queen Mary, L.A. Harbor Cruise, L.A. Opera,
and more. | helped my students to create their own businesses; one
student won first place in Los Angeles and | was able to accompany
her to the national competition in New York. The next year, I[won a
grant from the New York Stock Exchange, and | went there for train-

ing and had a chance to ring the bell! During these 12 years, Sunny
juggled the children and business, and as the family chef he prepared
delicious meals every day! Finally, after retiring, | became manager of
Sunny’s book ventures - coordinating events and inventory, writing
English text, and more. Now he has a paint brush and [ still have my
calculator!

One of my greatest passions is working with mothers who have
chosen life for their new babies. For the past ten years | have volun-
teered with Guadalupe Pregnancy Services, where we serve mothers
and babies from pregnancy to age 3 with counseling, education, and
resources. | learn so much from these clients!

My advice to future writers is to never give up! Join organizations,
attend author events, and keep researching. Rejection happens, so do
not fear it. Instead, submit your work to multiple publishers, and
network with other people. You can also investigate the world of
self-publishing.

All marriages are challenging, but international marriage is unique. It
can add a rich diversity to children’s lives, and each partner learns
much about other values as they rediscover their own. However, it
does bring many surprises. Sunny and | met in Los Angeles; | was
interested in him, but | knew that we had unknown differences that
would cause future barriers. It was only after living in Japan for two
years, learning conversational Japanese, and dealing with the people
and customs that | thought it would be safe to enter a marriage. Even
after 48 years, we discover attitudes and behaviors that are uniquely
Japanese or American, but because our foundation is strong, we are
fine. My advice to any couple considering international marriage is to
visit each other’s countries, meet their families, study the languages,
eat and like much of the food, accept and learn to enjoy the basic
customs, and have matching religious beliefs.

Specifically for international American and Japanese marriage, | find
one issue to be continually challenging: Americans speak directly, but
Japanese often speak indirectly, with hidden meanings that the
listener must interpret. On the other hand, I'm sure that American
speech often sounds too blunt to the Japanese ear. Indeed language
is more than just vocabulary and grammar!
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Presents

Culture
CRASH

By
Makiko Watanabe
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When my gon turned 21,...

VMAD,BFEAEF R ARHFRID
BN T THIF VAL, wpi?
Hey Little D, Can | fake your gon to Lag Vegae?

. We have o do thie right!

¥» 7D BigD's
BE et 1’rirar1‘fi+
RAAZ?
flEtn b —#ic
Ur R AN/ 3% ol
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BFLELLELLY ~
Did you hear?
Ron and [ are going too!
We're going to corrupt
your son the right way!

-"Iﬂ

< ? What?
Comic #14

Going To Vegas
By Makiko Watanabe

> THRIEH-
When they got back...

BARTF 4 —-H—FtED
FhALEEBAOAL!
Peaple thought | wag an

Acian pop star with
3 body guarde!!

Follow Culture Crash on
Instagram @
CultureCrash2025
www.BigDLittleD.net

ELpal—!
[ had g0~ much fun!
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Taco Nazo
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No.72 Reported by CS

www.Instagram.comy/ cheapiifeinoc/
https:// cheaplifeinoc.com/ 1BEDE
reported by CS
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LUNAR NEW YEAR FESTIVAL
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The market Place

Location: Paradise Park near Regal Edwards
2HA21H 12:00pm - 3:00pm
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XA ) XL FIISAETF — LR EFIET
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Woodbury Night Market

Location: Woodbury™ Town Center

2H2 2H 4:.00 PM~-T7:00 PM
AR FO— s 3 — 3R
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Irvine spectrum
Location: Irvine spectrum st
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South Coast Chinese Cultural Center ™
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Fashion Island

Location: Woodbury™ Town enter
282 8H 12:00pm - 3:00pm
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