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J want to convey the joy of the sky.
-Hajime Nakamura

After graduating from a Japanese university, Mr. Nakamura worked for a pharmaceutical
company for five years. During that time, he searched for something that only he could do

and found his dream of becoming a pilot.

Q: Why did he come to the U.S.?

“In 1998, | moved to the U.S. to obtain his private pilot's license. After returning to Japan
for further preparation, 1 re—entered the U.S. in 2000. While many people say they have
dreamed of becoming a pilot since childhood, [ first encountered my dream of becoming a
pilot at the age of 25.

When | had doubts about my sales job at the time, | traveled to Canada. | was tremendous—
ly fascinated by the splendor of the university campus in Vancouver.

I had not studied much during my university yvears and wanted to study abroad to learn
English. However, I felt that studying abroad alone was not enough to learn English, so |
thought [ should learn English to gain something, and [ was always searching for that
“something. | was 23 years old when [ traveled to Canada alone, and for the next year and
a half, I spent many days searching for that “something” that came from the bottom of my

heart, that strong aspiration.

I didn't know what | wanted to do, and no matter how much I thought about it, it never
came up. | think those days of self-discovery were the bottom of my life. One day, an
elderly woman who was the office manager of a hospital showed me a newspaper ad that
said, “Hajime, you should become a pilot,” and it read, “You can become a helicopter pilot
in the United States.” I still remember that | was clearly aware of the dream | had been

searching for.

From that point on, | was quick. | was so motivated that even though I tried to suppress it,
it just kept on coming. | left the company, went to the U.S., got my pilot’s license, got my
flight instructor’s license, got a job as a flight instructor, got a job as a helicopter pilot with
a tourist flight company flying over the Grand Canyon, and my dream came true. This was
in 2003, eight years after [ first dreamed of becoming a pilot. Scon after [ obtained my
pilot's license, | got a job with a 19—seat twin—engine propeller—driven aircraft company and

became the captain of a charter flight from Los Angeles to the Grand Canyon.

Although this is my background as a pilot, flight instructing is actually my number one
passion. | have a very strong passion for teaching people, as | was unable to become a

teacher despite having obtained a teaching license during my college years.

In 2006, I founded a flight school [Sky Creation, Inc.] and it became my life’s job to train

pilots at Long Beach Airport. Currently, we have about 20 instructors and staff members
from Japan and the U.S., and we have trainees from other countries, mainly Japanese, as
well as local trainees. Some of them have gone on to become pilots for Japanese airlines
such as JAL, Peach Aviation, and Skymark, as well as U.S. airlines, and [ am happy to be

able to contribute in no small way to the aviation industry.”
Q: Requirements for obtaining a pilot's license

“Must be at least 17 years of age, have passed an aviation physical, passed a written
exam, be able to read, write, speak, and understand English, have a minimum of 40 hours of
training, meet the requirements, and be at a level of knowledge required to pass the final

exam. Have the level of knowledge necessary to pass the final examination.

Those who meet the above requirements will sit for the final exam with an American
examiner and take an oral examination and a practical flight test. This takes about half a
day to complete, and if you pass, you will be issued a pilot’s license.

There are many requirements, but I think anyone can get a license if they are passionate
about it and do not give up. The oldest student of mine who passed was a Japanese male

who was 70 years old.”
Q: What are the differences between the licensing process in Japan and the U.S.?

“There is no major difference between Japan and the United States in the way of obtaining
a license. Once you have acquired the knowledge and skills and have met the necessary
requirements, you can take and pass the final exam to obtain your pilot's license. The only
difference is that in Japan, the exam can be taken in Japanese, while in the U.S., of course,
it is in English. The major difference between Japan and the U.S. is that the training period
is definitely faster in the U.S. This is due to the weather conditions and the lower threshold
for aircraft. It probably takes about one—third of the time to acquire the certificate. The
cost is still cheaper in the U.S., even if you factor in the depreciation of the ven. Also, 1
enjoy taking flight training more in the US. This is probably due to cultural differences.”

Q: What is unique about Sky Creation's pilot training and how is your company different

from other companies?

“There are two major differences. First, Sky Creation has the largest number of Japanese
instructors in the United States. To support the second reason, some of our flight
instructors come to us after graduating from prestigious American aviation universities,
and they are all surprised at the lack of knowledge and skills. We are proud of the fact that
our teaching style is so outstanding. It is very reasonable and easy to understand for the
initial trainees. Therefore, it does not take extra flight time and is easy to understand and
enjoy. As a result, it leads to the good news that it is difficult to overpay for training.”

Q: How does a private pilot licensee enjoy flying?

“If you want to fly in Japan, you can easily rewrite your license obtained in the US to
Japan. If you join a flight club, you can do sightseeing flights in a small aircraft. You can fly
over your hometown or visit various airports and enjoy the local specialties. To the north
and south, Japan becomes smaller.

In any case, the threshold to the world of the sky is lower than you might think. We are
always available for trial flights, so please contact us. An experienced flight instructor will
be on board, and participants can fly the aircraft themselves from takeoff to landing. The
control stick is properly attached to the instructor's seat with full specs, so you can
recover at any time. The world of flight is fun. Let's fly together!”

COMMUNITY NEWS .

The Irvine Animal Care Center

provides sheltering, care, and
enrichment for homeless, neglected,
abused, or unwanted animals.
Services include licensing for Irvine
residents, pet adoptions, and events.

6443 Oak Canyon Irvine, CA 92618 Phone: 949-724-7740

Cerritos Center

for the Performing Arts”

Dave Koz and Friends
Christmas Tour 2023

Featuring Jonathan Butler,
Special Guests Rebecca Jade
and Marcus Anderson, and
Introducing Justin Lee Schultz

FRI, DEC 15, 2023 / 8:00 PM
SAT, DEC 16, 2023 / 8:00 PM
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~ davekoz.com

. Art Exhibition

Expression of Life: The World
of Self—-Taught Artists with
Disabilities

At December 16, 32

Monday — Saturday 12PM-6PM,
Closed on Sundays and holidays

5700 Wilshire Blvd., #100 Los Angeles,
CA 90036

Admission Free
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Christmas Color
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We hope you had a lively Halloween costume and
enjoyed celebrating Thanksgiving with family, rela-
tives and friends. However, without celebrating Christ-
mas, don't you feel as if you have forgotten something
to end the year? The trees decorated in the colors of
Christmas, green and red, the window decorations of
the houses, isn't this a fitting atmosphere to end the
year? The Christmas tree and Santa Claus are not to be
forgotten during this season.

The origin of Santa Claus is well known in Christianity,
and it is said to be a symbol of the works of love by the
4th century bishop Nicolaus, who visited poor houses
and threw money into them. The 4th century is 1600
years ago now. This Santa Claus will live forever. The
Christmas tree is said to have originated in southern
Germany around the 16th century. There is a theory
that the fir tree was decorated by Martin Luther in
Germany. The dark green color of the fir tree is said to
be a symbol of evergreen trees that will never die, in
other words, a symbol of resurrection. Each ornament,
mainly green and red, gold, silver, blue, white, and
star, has its own meaning. Red, by the way, is the
symbol of the blood of Jesus Christ shed on the cross,
the sign of salvation for all mankind. Once upon a
time, Germanic tribes decorated their houses with oak
branches for protection during the harsh winters.

By Pastor: Toshio Maehara

tions everywhere | looked, on houses, offices, and
buildings. According to the colors in Chinese culture,
green is for wealth and red for luck and happiness.
Every country has its own color culture.
trees were introduced to the United States by German
immigrants and spread throughout the world from
there. In Japan, they have been decorated since the

Meiji era.

Recently, however, a city in Wisconsin made an accusa-
tion against a beautiful Christmas tree decorated in the
premises of the city hall and demanded that the colors
be changed, saying that green and red are special
religious colors. Such complaints are human shallow-
ness. We should abandon the idea of denying our his-
tory and trying to erase our achievements to those who
came before us, as seen in the Cancel Culture fiasco.
When nations are formed, the most important thing is
"ethics. It is on this basis that nations are formed. Chris-
tianity should have played such a role globally. We will
not move forward as a nation if we deny our history
and erase the achievements of our predecessors, as is
the case with the "Cancel Culture” movement.

Let us all look at the Christmas ornaments in our living
rooms and be thankful that our lives are as rich as they
are. Have a joyous Christmas and a wonderful New
When | was in Hong Kong, | saw green and red decora- Year. May God richly bless you all.

y »@; ;Q Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
; official calendar. It began on 1 May
2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son. Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan,

Christmas
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El Toro Carniceria
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