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“Accompanied Oy Rock Band Van Halen on tour ag a masseuse”
- Norigo Tagayama

Noriko Takayama, a private chef and masseuse in LA and Japan, is
originally from Setagaya, Tokyo. We talked to Noriko about her
encounters with various people and how she ended up accompany—
ing the popular rock band Van Halen on their 84—city USA tour.

She came to the U.S. and got a massage license in LA. While she
was working as a masseuse in LA, the instructor and owner of
Bikram Yoga introduced her to David Lee Roth, the vocalist of the
American rock band Van Halen.

” About three weeks before Van Halen's tour started in 2007, | was
offered the chance to join the tour. | was worried about it, but after
hearing the details from his secretary, | decided to join the US tour.
Since | was going to be accompanying a super star on his tour,
there were of course some pledges and conditions for the people on
the tour. Once the tour started, | would be out of LA for at least
three months. The contract was so strict that if I wanted to quit
during that time, I could, and if David didn't need me, he could fire
me. For a superstar, it was like, “I don't want something that's
useless. There is no one to replace me, but there are plenty of
people to replace you.” It was like that. I can't tell you how many
assistants and security people disappeared during the tour. So from
the first time I joined the tour in September 2007 until about two
months later, my only job was to give massages. As one person
disappeared and then another, the manager asked me if I could be a
wardrobe and stage assistant, and I said, “What? I'm just a mas—
seuse, why would I want to do that? | Was surprised. Of course, |
was told that the salary would be increased, but I still wasn't sure if
I could do it, but I decided to give it a try and say no if I couldn't do
it. David often uses props on stage, so he has a lot of procedures to
follow. Once, I accidentally forgot when to give him the sunglasses,
and he got angry. But for some reason, he didn’t fire me. There was
a time when [ didn't follow David's instructions and did something on
my own, later he yelled at me backstage as if he was going to hit
me. If he had hit me then, I might have been able to tell a more
interesting story, “said Noriko.

“David, who usually goes on a diet, would always go to McDonald's
after a satisfying show and buy a cheeseburger and ice cream as a
reward for himself. David's most selfish thing is to change hotels
one after another until he finds one he likes. There is a large bath—
room in a nice cottage on the golf course, and when [ was looking
forward to storing hot water, all of sudden David called me, and
“Collect your luggage'! Get on the bus because the pick—up cart will
go!” The reason is "It is too quiet here!” What? Last time he said he
would go elsewhere because it was noisy, but this time it's too
quiet! I often wanted to shout, “Enough of this nonsense!” I always
prayed that he would decide on the first hotel without any problem.”

Noriko, who participated in four tours with the rock singer that had
many episodes, held a dinner party once a month in her kitchen. We
were treated to Chef Noriko's cooking and shown photos of the Van
Halen concert. Noriko is also active as a private chef in Japan and
the US, and there are many more stories [ would like to hear from
her next time.

(Interview:Toshiko Okawa)
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New HOEB Foundation International

Vol: 16

Traffickers rely on our ignorance, our denial, and our inaction.

Ignorance of what and how human trafficking is taking place; the denial that human
trafficking even exists and the feeling of not being able to believe that it is happening
somewhere very close to us; and lastly, the inaction that even your instinct tells you
to be alert and aware for your family, friends, etc., but you don’t know what you can
do to defend or combat it, so you just look the other way - on the other side of

reality.

The truth of the matter is social media is not going away. It is here to stay and has
become a staple in many young people’s lives today. In fact, they're addicted to it.

So it is imperative to not only know that social media is a tool that traffickers use to
target victims, but more importantly, to understand how it’s being used.
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New Hope Foundation International
Contact: Adia Lancaster

adia@nhfinternational.org for more information

Donate to: 316 E Bridger Ave, Suite 203 Las Vegas, NV 89101
or online at http://nhfinternational.org/give/
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Flower
By Pagtor:Becky Hirata

The Corona disaster changed me a little. In the spring, when the flowers began to
bloom, I first noticed their beauty and power. When [ saw the beautiful color and
luster, I thought, “This is definitely a color I can't produce with paint. Although flowers
cannot speak, they have a presence and dignity that soothes the heart and makes us
feel the seasons. They also have the power to bring joy and comfort. | was comforted
by the flowers at the funeral. We decorated it with irises for Children’s Day and
carnations for Mother's Day. The cyclamen flowers that | decorated before Christmas
last year were still in bloom until recently, and [ enjoyed and was surprised at the
same time to see them bloom for more than half a year.

Jesus said, “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field
grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his
splendor was dressed like one of these.” Matthew 6:28-29

Have you ever paid attention to how a flower grows?

Just as families rejoice when they see their children grow up walking, talking, and
singing, they can also rejoice when they see flowers grow, sprouting and blooming.
Flowers provide us the “thinking space” that God gives them. Flowers don't work, and
they don't spin, but they do boast of being superbly dressed.

Let's think about working first. There are many people who suffer from stress at
work. “1 want to quit this job, is there a better job? The office atmosphere is not
good. | want my salary to be increased.” The worries and pains of working are well
known in immigrant society.

Next, let's think about "spinning”. The raw materials for fiber, cocoons and cotton,
are made into thread. Since ancient times, wise women have spun by hand and carried
blue, purple, scarlet, and flax yarns to the gods. Not everyone could spin it well and
put beautiful colors on it. Skill was needed. Once the threads were made into various
thicknesses and woven into cloth, the cloth was cut to fit the wearer. The finished
garments were embroidered with ornaments, making them even more wonderful and
valuable. Kings and government officials would wear fine flaxen garments. It seems
that people enjoyed colorful fashions even then. Fashions were and still are expen—
sive. A flower that does not work and has no money wears a beautiful kimono. She
has neither the wisdom nor the skill to spin, yet she wears a gorgeous kimono. The
life of this wonderful flower is God-given.

Jesus is speaking to those who are troubled. He tells them that although the flower
is dressed more beautifully than the king, we humans are more important than the
flower. Jesus loves us, even to death. Those of us who are struggling. God is kind
enough to be good to us. [ want you to know that God, who gives such wonderful
things to flowers, is good to us.
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La Vita Salon&Spa in Corona Del Mar, Orange County,

is a private and peaceful high-end sanctuary.

We are looking to fill 3 positions:

1) a licensed highly qualified English speaking Nail Technician
2) a someone for Eyelash Extensions,
3) a someone for Hair Extensions.
We work by Appointments only. Very well paid + tips.
Contact Mariella at (949)645-5607
Instagram: @LaVitaSalonSpa

OO

La Vita Salon&Spa in Corona Del Mar, Orange County
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Hula Girls Shave Ice
16556 Bolsa Chica St

Huntington Beach, CA 92649
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