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"Tho world ign't out there, you're creating your own world!"
-Sachiko Block

1. So, where are you from and what's your background?

I was born near Nagoya Castle, into a family of four — my parents, my sister, and
me. All my family lives in Japan.

Hmm, you know, I was really lost for a while, not knowing what I wanted to do or
what I should do. I was seriously struggling because I thought I had to have a goal.
Choosing a major for college was a nightmare, | mean why do we have to decide
on a major? | ended up picking architecture after a lot of back and forth, but man,
it was tough. I didn't understand anything, got a zero on my first test, and thought,
“My life is over,” and I curled up in the parking lot on campus and cried. I thought
many times, “I just want to go back to Japan.” I transferred between seven
colleges, and it took me a whole ten years to finally graduate from a four-year
university. Now I'm based in Los Angeles.

2. Why did you come to America?

I've always liked English since | was little, and [ thought people who could speak
English were cool. Well, I wanted to be able to speak English too, and feel really
cool, so, I came to America to study. Then [ married an American, then got
divorced - but hey, I like the weather and the freedom here, plus I don’ t get
atopic dermatitis, so I decided to stay!

3. When you first came to the States, you weren’t considering getting into the
kimono business. What made you want to do it?

Back in Japan, my dermatitis was so bad, I could only wear yukata because it
covered my whole body and was made of natural materials. That's how I started
liking kimonos. Seriously, my dermatitis doesn't bother me at all in America.

Leaving Japan made me realize its beauty. Kimonos are incredibly beautiful, and
think the people who make them are geniuses. Suddenly, | had this urge to be able
to wear kimonos myselfl So, when [ went back to Japan, [ asked a kimono master
in Kyoto for an intensive one—on-one lesson on dressing in kimono and got my
certification. My hands got all scraped up from tying the obi a lot, but it felt great
to let myself do what I wanted to do. I don't want to wait. If [ want to wear it now,
I want to be able to wear it now. That's why | couldn’t wait a year to attend a
dressing class. When I think something, that is the best timing.

Then, while wearing kimonos in America, I discovered there are a lot of secret
kimono lovers out there. But they don't know much about kimonos, and they think
they can't wear them because they're not Japanese. Learning this, [ wanted to
start a kimono rental business where [ could offer full support to anyone who
wants to wear kimonos.

4. What is your kimono activities so far?

I haven't really been thinking about spreading something or doing something for a
specific reason, I've just been doing what excites me. No matter how good
something may seem to others, if it doesn't get me pumped up, [ won't do it,
that's my golden rule.

5. What's been your motivation for your work so far?

In my studio, lots of touching and tear—jerking stories are born. The time my
clients and I spend together living and sharing warm moments full of humanity. It
feels amazing when our energy together shoots through the roof. Having
open-hearted connections is the best feeling. To all the clients and everyone I've
met so far, thank you from the bottom of my heart, 'm happy.

6. You not only speak English, but also Chinese? That's so cool. Where did you
learn both languages?

When [ was married, my ex—husband’s job suddenly had us moving to Beijing. 1

used to be allergic to both China and Chinese people, so | spent three days crying
in the hotel room. But all the Chinese folks around me, had this funky English
going on, and | realized if | couldnt speak Chinese, I'd be stuck going nowhere on
my own. It felt super limiting and sorry for myself, so I got myself a one-on—-one
tutor and started learning Chinese. And you know what? [ ended up hitting it off
with that tutor, then with everyone else too, and I was like, “Wait a sec?' Chinese
people are actually pretty darn interesting!” So, I kept on liking them more and
more. Even though there are rude, loud, and annoying people in the bustling
streets, | realized after living there that there are also many kind, trustworthy, and
gentle souls. Wanting to learn more, I enrolled in a study abroad program at
Beijing University and hung out with Chinese people every day. Seriously, the best
way to improve language skills is to make a local boyfriend or girlfriend, no kidding!

7. You're involved in a wide range of activities related to kimonos, including sales
and importation. What made you decide to specialize in bridal attire and even offer
bridal dressing services?

I'm not exclusively focused on bridal attire. When a client expressed a desire to
wear a shiromuku for the first time, even though I'd never done it before, I wanted
to help her, so | purchased a shiromuku and studied various photos to learn how
to dress her. And [ found I could do it well.

At that time, | still had the mindset that only those who had learned from profes-
sionals could become professionals. So, when I returned to Japan, I humbly asked
a shrine “1 know how to, but | want to make sure if I' m doing it right. Could you
teach me?” “We don't teach” they refused, but after insisting, they eventually
agreed to teach me. Everyone was so kind.

Seeing the radiant bride in her once-in—a-lifetime shiromuku and the bashful
smiles of the enamored couple made my heart melt! It was absolutely wonderful!

8. It's amazing that you've managed to collect such a large number of kimonos
just because you love them. Do you happen to come from a family that owns a
kimono shop?

Nope, not at all. My great—grandpa, grandpa, uncles, and dad, they're all firefight-
ers.

9. So, it's like you're enjoying rentals as an extension of your hobby, right? But
still, with that many gorgeous furisode in your collection... People who read my
Facebook are surprised. How many kimonos do you own in total? And how many
of them are part of your bridal collection?

I currently have over 300 kimonos in stock. Out of those, 34 are bridal kimonos.
Since I've actually seen and brought them back from Japan, | always travel with
about five suitcases, and | often get caught at customs. Well, can't help it with
such a large quantity, right?

10. What are the expectations for the kimono business moving forward?

I have a lot of things I want to do, so | want to do them all. First, I want people to
feel excited and beautiful before their kimono photoshoot, so I'm opening an
all-hand facial salon in June. I'll be the one doing the treatments, trust me, you'll
look even more beautiful than you do now! Second, I've designed easy-to-wear
kimono, so I'll choose the fabric and make them. Third, [ just love things that are
good for the skin! I'll design and create cute silk bedsheets and kimono—-style
nightgowns. Fourth, I want non—Japanese people to wear kimonos too, so let's
make it happen somehow. | don't know how yet, but I think future me will figure it
out. And fifth, I don't know what else will come up, but I think there’ll be more. I'm
excited to see what | can create and how much energy [ can share.

Thanks for reading till the end! The past is gone, and the future hasn't arrived yet.
Let's cherish this moment where we exist right now. See you soon!”
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“Don't be ashamed to listen!”

($‘ *q Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
official calendar. It began on 1 May

The Voice of
Reiwa Era
"Don't be ashamed to listen!”

There is a Japanese proverb that says, “Hearing is a tem-
porary shame; not hearing is a lifelong shame.” Or “Not
listening is a shame for a lifetime." In the old days of
education, it was not considered a wise child to ask the
teacher in the classroom, “Teacher, what did you mean
by what you just said?" At least, that was the way we
were taught in the 1950s. Therefore, | too would pretend
to be a smart child, and on various occasions, | would
muddle through in silence to the teacher as if | under-
stood the situation. When | was young and had the
opportunity to study abroad in the U.S., | was surprised to
see adult college students in class, asking questions and
taking notes without hesitation. Indeed, there were times
when | wondered why some of them could not under-
stand such childish things. This is one of the cultural
differences between Japan and the United States. The
USA is an aggressive culture, but Japan is a passive
culture. This difference appears in our lives. This is some-
thing that happened a long time ago and may not be
applicable today in the 21st century.

However, no matter how people judge us, there is no
harm in asking. There is no harm in listening to try to
understand correctly what you don't understand. At that
time, you may be concerned about your surroundings,
but if you think that not asking is a lifetime of shame, you
will wish to be free from this shame now. If you are
retired, no longer negotiating with the outside world and

By Pastor: Toshio Maehara

2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

silent in your negotiations with others, dementia is bound
to strike sooner rather than later. | hope that this is the
year when | can always think positively, listen to the best
of my ability, and teach when asked.

Steve Jobs is a legendary figure who left a huge impact
on the world. His way of life as a businessman and inno-
vator is a model for today's and future generations. Such a
man has had a different personality since he was a child.
When he was only 12 years old, he was not afraid to call
Bill Hewlett, founder of Hewlett-Packard. What did he
hear on the phone? “| would like to make a frequency
counter, if you have any extra parts,” he asked. Mr. Hewllet
heard this on the other end of the phone, was amazed at
this audacity, laughed, and gave him the parts. As a
bonus, Mr. Jobs was given a summer job at HP, which
made him very happy.

It would not be an exaggeration to say that just one
phone call, an unashamed willingness to listen, and Steve
Jobs' curiosity set him on the path to great success. He
left a small footprint in the universe, but that footprint
was made possible by his deep curiosity and “not being
afraid to ask.”

The Bible everywhere encourages us to “pray,” “seek,” and
“knock at doors.” Prayer is asking, “l want God to give me
this.” When the Bible encourages us to “draw near to
God,” “pray,” and “depend on God,” it is also God Himself
who is seeking us.

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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