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"Life ig comedy~StiCe in the middle of a dream~"
-Rome Kanda

Mr. Rome Kanda is the first Japanese host of Net Work in the U.S. and is very
active in Hollywood. He is a comedian, storyteller, actor, voice actor, sword
fighter, karate and iaido master, and has appeared in countless movies and TV
shows. He is also a leading figure in English-language comic storytelling by
Japanese. The interview with the multi-talented Mr. Kanda was full of surprises.

He started “"STARGATE PRESENTATION” (searchable at Romekanda.com) about
10 years ago and has been teaching “Words of the Soul” and “Be the One People
Want to See Again” sessions via Zoom to participants in Japan and the United
States. When he returns to Japan a few times a year, many students are waiting
for him to teach them directly. In 1999, he moved to the U.S. and entered a
"stand-up comedy” competition in New York, which he won. One of the American
Jjudges was Rocky Aoki, and since then, Mr. Kanda and Rocky Aoki have devel-
oped a close friendship.

The main reason for coming to the U.S. was to share traditional Japanese culture,
including martial arts, in the U.S. He has been involved in a variety of activities,
including sword fighting. In 2006, he moved to L.A. to further promote the excel-
lence of Japanese culture and traditions, which he had realized through various
activities such as sword fighting. He moved to Hollywood, where many world—-fa-
mous actors and actresses live. However, on the day of an important show of
Stand-up Comedy by Mr. Kanda, Rocky Aoki passed away.

He said,
Japanese culture to the world. There are many paths, such as becoming a
researcher or a writer, but | chose entertainment because | am good at pleasing
and entertaining people. If | don't become a top figure in that field, | won't be able
to promote Japanese culture. But there are many different genres in the enter-

If you ask why Japanese people are acting in New York, it is to spread

tainment world. I can't dance like Michael Jackson, so I don't dance. But in a
movie, people might think, “That guy next to Robert De Niro is funny.” So |
decided to turn to comedy in order to play to my own strengths that others
cannot. | mix the best of both worlds, the best of the Japanese and the best of
the Americans. The Japanese are gentle, caring, considerate of others, and
respectful of the elderly. Americans are not afraid of anything, and they pursue
their dreams headlong. These two things make us “Strong beyond strong”. The
American spirit alone is not enough. The Japanese spirit alone is weak. So we
have to develop the best of both worlds.”

| thought that Mr. Kanda's “Stargate Presentation Session” was for people who
wanted to be actors, but he told me that the students ranged from 12-year-old
children to elderly people, and were ordinary Japanese living all over the world.
For example, a child who was not good at public speaking became a lively child
who could talk to anyone without fear by the end of the session after his mother
enrolled him in the class.

A 20-year—old young man who had never been able to speak in public because of
his “stammer” was impressed by the Stargate Presentation. One year later, at
the session's graduation, the young man gave a wonderful speech in a suit and tie,
which brought tears of joy to Mr. Kanda's eyes. The young man has since been
active in a job that supports people who are handicapped like him.

“The Power of Expression is the Key to Life.”

Human beings have a “soul” that expresses itself, but many people are unaware
of the voice of that soul. Mr. Kanda says that his mission is to deliver that voice.

Stargate Presentation Session
https://romekanda.com/stargate/

The name “Rome Kanda” comes from “Sanyo Kanda,” a master storyteller who
gave Mr. Kanda the surname “Kanda” when he studied storytelling in Japan,
saying that he could use it.

Although Mr. Kanda is very successful in Hollywood, he humbly says. "I am still in
the middle of my dream.”

After listening to his Stand up comedy, | have become a fan of his work.

[ wish him all the best in his future endeavors!
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Date: Thursday, July 4, 2024 - 8:00pm
Celebrate the Fourth with the music of
Chicago — known as the “rock and roll
band with horns”™ — including hits like
“You™ re the Inspiration,” “25 or 6 to 4"
and “Hard to Say I’ m Sorry.” Plus,
patriotic tunes, a salute to the Armed Go to wallet

Forces and a dazzling fireworks finale!  pacificsymphony.org
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JASSC 115 Anniversary Dinner & Gala Celebration

JULY 18* 2024 | 7:00PM

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles Count

SRS

7:00 PM - 9:30 PM
Location: Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County

tel (310) 965-9050 fax (310) 965-9010 email info@jas—socal.org

LET'S CHAT IN JAPANESE!
CASUAL CONVERSATION CAFETEA TIME AT JFLA
SATURDAY JULY 27, 2024 11:00AM-12:30PM

IAPANFOLHCATION J%.

ADMISSION IS FREE, Our
popular Japanese conversation
event "Tea Time" will be held at
the Japan Foundation! Let's get
together and enjoy talking with
native Japanese speakers. All
levels and all ages are welcome!
Japanese language experience is not necessary - this event is open to
everyone,

Ages: 18 and up; Under 18 with accompanying adult

Time: 11:00am-12:30pm (Door Opens: 10:45am)

Location: The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles

5700 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 100, Los Angeles

Activities: Conversation about Japan, Japanese culture and language with
Japanese speakers in Japanese/ English
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The Voice Qf Tips on how to be happy! B e et e i o8 L
® By _Bishop: 1|!i u Matsumoto 2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
Rezwa Era elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.
Have you ever "complained" about others in your life? On the other hand, what if you suppress the emotion of
Although | am a priest, of course | have. It is an everyday =~ complaining and transform it into a heart of gratitude and
occurrence that | complain. Even though we know it's respect? If you accept and imitate the good qualities of
not a good thing to do, it's the complaining that comes  the person you are tempted to complain about, you will
out of our mouths. experience "good results for good deeds," and you will be

able to accumulate good energy. And when the timing
If you turn to a Japanese dictionary, you will find in the (karma) is right, good results will appear in front of you.
"Guchi, complain" column, "To lament about something ~
that can't be helped.” When we have a bad day, we usu- ~ When we have negative feelings toward others, feelings
ally complain about it a lot and feel depressed, don't we?  of envy and jealousy may appear. In recent years, it has

Looking at the kanji characters, both "Gu" and "Chi" been discovered that envy and jealousy are related to
mean “foolishness”. oxytocin, a hormone in our brain. When oxytocin is
secreted in our brains, we feel happy. It is also called the
How does Buddhism explain "Guchi"? It teaches that "happiness hormone" because it improves our ability to
"Guchi™ means to be ignorant. In other words, the concentrate, makes us positive, and increases our sense of
thought path that is ignorant of common sense and happiness. In other words, feelings of envy and jealousy

thinks only of self-interest is called "bitching.” That is why decrease the secretion of oxytocin and cause negative
| say it is foolishness. So, what exactly is this "bitch"? The  feelings in our hearts. When we have feelings of envy and

true nature of "complaining” is a mind that does not jealousy toward the success and happiness of others, we
understand the "law of cause and effect.” In other words, become negative about our own success as well, and we
it is a mind that does not understand the "principle of are unable to receive success.

cause and effect" in the Buddhist tradition. The principle

of cause and effect means that good actions produce In the Esoteric Buddhist Sutra called "Kinko-kai Reisan,"

good results and bad actions produce bad results, and the Sutra in praise of all Buddhas and Bodhisattvas of the
that all the results you receive are the result of your own  Vajrayana Mandala, the word "Zuiki (/&) " is used, which
actions. Therefore, it is said that complaints are born means, "The heart that rejoices with others will bring you
from a mind that does not understand this law (the even more happiness.”

Dahrma) . And if you hit the other person with this nega-

tive energy of "complaining," what happens is that the The secret of how to be happy! So it is to rejoice together
result of that negative energy will only come back to you. with others in their joy!

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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