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Drink and Cive Cong
- David Kudo

David Kudo, a sake sommelier who has been active at sake events
and food festivals in LA is from Kita—Akita City, Akita Prefecture.

From the time he was in elementary school, his mother taught him
that the U.S. was the most powerful country in the world, and he
would go to bed every night looking at a map of the U.S. and feel
close to the cities of Torrance, Gardena, Los Angeles, and Long
beach. Furthermore, after graduating from school, he worked at
Tokyo Haneda Airport and Ginza Tokyu Hotel from 1971, which led
him to the United States.

In 1973, he flew to Hawaii, and while studying English at university, he
called a friend in LA who invited him to visit so he flew to LA and
stayed at his friend's house in Santa Monica. “When I arrived at the
Japanese town, I happened to meet the owner of a restaurant called
Towada, who was from Akita, and David's father was from the same
town and went to the same school as David.”

He obtained a job with an insurance company and the president of
the company invited him to many Japanese restaurants and sushi
bars in the 1980’s. After beer, he was offered hot sake. But it really
went well with the fish, and he became addicted to it. The American
customers were drinking chilled sake in wine glasses. Seeing this, he
thought, “Compared to wine, the market is 1/100th, and the potential
for growth is huge.”

After working for the insurance company for 25 years, he became
independent and joined the Little Tokyo Business Association and
the Japanese Chamber of Commerce. He started food handler
classes for restaurateurs, deal with the “sushi shari disposal inci—
dent,” and established the Restaurant Association with Kyodo, JFC
International, and Nishimoto Trading companies. However, the
restaurateurs themselves had limited knowledge of the sake products
sold in their restaurants and were unable to explain their sake menu,
which was not always good. He then decided to study sake with
them.

He has been running Sushi & Sake publishing company since 1999,
and Japanese Restaurant News since 2005. In 2009, he became a
licensed sake taster. His peers include Katsuya Uechi of Katsuya
Restaurant, Beau Timken of True Sake, the best liquor store in SF,
Rick Smith and Hiroko Furukawa, who own a liquor store in NY, and
Yagi, president of NY Tic Group. “In 2016 I was certified as a Japa—
nese sake instructor who can issue a license” David says, “There is
no greater joy than seeing Americans enjoying the sake they love.”

David’'s motto: “"Whatever will be, will be.” It's hard to determine the
good and bad in life; what you think is bad can turn out to be good,
and what you think is good can turn out to be bad. The good and bad
of life are not easy to determine. Short—term gains and losses and
judgments alone will narrow the path and lead to mistakes. “When the
Corona disaster is over, a new world will open up, and we will be able
to buy sake everywhere?”

Recently, Mr. Kudo, who explains sake in a Hakama, has been well

received by American customers as “Oh ~ Samurai is here”, and I

heard that sales were good. I am looking forward to the success of
Davids.
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New H. ope Foundation International

New Hope Foundation International was established as a nonprofit organization in
1995 in Los Angeles. Our founder, Mr. Richard Fujita, is from Kagoshima Japan. The
main issue we have been focusing on is the human rights crime of human trafficking
in Las Vegas stressing the importance of prevention through the means of education.

Vol: 22

Will you help us with the fight against human trafficking?
If so, there are three things you can do:

1) You can take our free online course titled “Freedom Fighter Intro Course” to get
you up to speed on the basics of human trafficking. Visit https://www.nhfinterna-
tional.org/learn to register today.

2) You can share our videos via your social media, with friends and family to keep
them informed regarding human trafficking. Visit our YouTube Channel to start
sharing today - https://www.youtube.com/c/NewHopeFoundationInternational.

3) We of course welcome financial donations to contribute towards our ongoing
educational efforts as well. You can make your donations by visiting our website at
https://www.nhfinternational.org/.

New Hope Foundation Internationalid, 1995 (cOH VA TIEERIFMEE LTRIThEL
e BEEDFr— FERTARBRERUS T BN ERZETTVWSELRRBEIE &
BFRICLAFHOEEHEBRATEZIANHATOASTEDAMEIEE T,
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New Hope Foundation International
Contact: Adia Lancaster

adia@nhfinternational.org for more information

Donate to: 316 E Bridger Ave, Suite 203 Las Vegas, NV 89101

or online at http://nhfinternational.org/give/
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One summer, a Japanese family friend of mine casually
sent their daughter to a summer camp at a church, think-
ing that she would improve her English. The daughter
came home and said, "Mom, you're not my real mother. |
was born of God." Needless to say, this mother was
surprised.

Have you ever been asked, "What is your religion?" and
had a hard time answering? (Well, | don't know the
religious denomination of the temple where my grave is,
and I'm not particularly Buddhist just because | visit the
grave, so I'll be blunt here...) I'm not religious. This may be
true in the sense that you don't live your life with a partic-
ular religion in mind. But consider, for example, "no
religion" as the so-called materialism or atheism, which
means "l don't believe in anything | can't see, hear, touch,
think about, or understand.

So why do so many Japanese people visit shrines and
temples all over Japan at the beginning of the year, even
in the cold and crowded weather? They all put their hands
together and pray for something. It is nothing but a
religious act. Even if you only look at Hatsumode, you can
see that many Japanese are not "irreligious".

The United States of America was founded on Christian
principles, and its lifestyle practices are based on Western
monotheistic ideas. Furthermore, the year 2022 is counted
from the birth of Jesus Christ, and the concept of the week
from Monday to Sunday (Sabbath) is also said to be based

YI '/. Ty = TR ; ? * Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
7 le 02(«.8 Qf l‘halﬂduﬂy 1 " official calendar. It began on 1 May

- B‘: Rev: Kodo Tanaka 2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
R elu)(l Ef‘a % elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as

the 126th Emperor of Japan.

on the Western idea of "God's creation” or "Jesus' resurrec-
tion. | was born and raised in Japan, but | am also living in
the logic of Christianity.

Furthermore, as shown in the example at the beginning of
this article, children who grow up in the U.S. are already
part of the "American society" of schools and are more
deeply involved in the culture and traditions than their -
Japanese parents. They recite the Pledge of Allegiance
daily, vocalize the phrase "A Nation Under GOD," and live
their school lives based on those values.

Why do we bow? Why do we say "ltadakimasu"? (Japanese
say Itadakimasu before eating a meal.) Why can't we leave
food on the table? Why do we see people off at the door?
And, "Why do we hold a Buddhist memorial service for a
dead person for years?" The gap between what they see
and hear at school and what they are taught at home in
American society must be more than a little confusing for
children. Also, when you try to teach them, you may find
that many Japanese customs are difficult to explain to
them.

In order for our children to live strongly and proudly as
Japanese Americans, we, the adult generation, need to be
the foundation. In order to do this, we need to understand
the American values and the Japanese values, and we need
to know about the "religion” that underlies these values. |
would like to write about my thoughts in the next few
articles.

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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ISC Computer (information Systems Consulting)
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[] Baekjeong Korean
A Barbecue

No 28 Kefarter( 1717 (’/5
https://www.instagram.com/cheaplifeinoc/ (4 2AREZTEL)
https://cheaplifeinoc.com/ BEDELRIZZEH
JU7> BBQ ZBASLELICERERBORAICEHONLZON

7—I1\1{ 2IC#$HB Baekjeong, Koreatown MEFEDFEERFI—
JET CA [CIF&T 6 [E&H. OC TR7—/1MvETIHI-DICHnE
. Baekjeong [3E2EFET" butcher” (RE. BRAMIETIA)
D, WIELARLI VORI REDFIINTETNT, SUFE
TA4FT—OAFIERTHLENIRNVMFEBMBICE20TERE
TY, BWVEACE2ADT, 4-5 ABRP 10 AL LICERET
EBRALTIINHD, DEIKERNSNIOTHESAHOE
ERIFENLITT . EREAT4H—ICEMENR VRO LIER
FARFFICR)E LEZDICEMDDLTH 30 #FETLE, T—
FIVCERSNBEIC QR I— FEAF v LTHERICAZ2 -84
YO—-RLES, I0FBROFEIOAIMINEFEAETTR. T—
TINCB2IOF v NEEDOENT) BT TICAHALNTINT,
BEOFALNOAET—H—-LET, WALALEEMTHENMD
BRTIHERETEALND IV OFroiE, BEHIEOLANS
VihTI}R. CORRBEEFLF. FLPLOFLIL., KIEOEE
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