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"Shakuhachi Craftsman’
- Shawn ChikuShin Schroeder

Shawn says that the Japanese garden and koi pond he built in his parents’
backyard as a teenager, along with his admiration for Japanese beauty, served as
the starting point that later led him to the path of the shakuhachi.

Q: What motivated you to take an interest in the shakuhachi among the many
traditional Japanese musical instruments?

in my early teenage years, I was inspired and interested in Koi Pond’ s and
Japanese Gardens, which I had built in my parents backyard, so it was a easy
step to shakuhachi, my father actually had a shakuhachi, he was not an expert,
but he could make sound with the shakuhachi.

Q: The thrill of holding a shakuhachi for the first time

The first time | heard a well played recording of the shakuhachi it was like no
other instrument I" ve heard, the shakuhachi has a very majestic, mysterious and
yet spiritual tone, and a sound that draws you in and makes you have more
interest and wonder.

Q: Why did you decide to make your own shakuhachi?

From a young child, I’ ve always had a appreciation for making things, from 12
years old when I had first built a pond in my parents backyard, but not only that

I’ ve enjoyed working with Wood and building things in general, at the age of 10 my
uncle gave me a hammer which belonged to my grandfather, which he was no
longer alive. This hammer was like a special shining hammer so in general, I' ve
always had a appreciation for these kind of things, which is why till this day all the
special handmade tools for making shakuhachi I have a appreciation towards tools
and craftsman/Shokonin to me special , like gold or diamonds. So to answer the
question, of course it was easy to make shakuhachi as well.

Q: Who are your mentors in the field of Japanese madake bamboo, traditional
tools, and techniques?

In the beginning early years when starting to learn how to play and make shaku-
hachi, [ had taken a workshop on making basic shakuhachi with Yamaguchi
Shugetsu, and also have visited the workshop of Monty Levinson Tai-Hei shaku-
hachi a well known American maker in Northern California. As well as a corre—
spondent learned with Tom Deaver with the making name Bei—Shu, he was an
American maker living in Japan.

Later I met a maker in Japan during the 2012 Shakuhachi festival in Kyoto Shingo
Kimura a maker in Gunma, he was impressed by my work so he invited me to his
workshop, he was a big help to me and bringing my making skills to a next step,

i’ ve also gathered special tools and materials through his network. We' ve
remained friends since then and have kept in touch. On addition to that I’ ve gone
to the workshop of Katashi Ishikawa in Akita, he taught me some of his detailed
technigues, And he learned shakuhachi making from Miura Ryuho, Miura was a
well-known top maker for Yokohama Katsuya, my teacher’ s teacher.

Q: How many years does it take from harvesting the madake bamboo to complet-
ing a shakuhachi?

After Takehori and Aburanuki, the Bamboo is then stored to cure for a minimum
of 3 to b years, before making to shakuhachi, the making process can take
anywhere from 2 to 3 months.

Q: Where can we hear Shawn perform?

Performed at Japan house Hollywood, Yamashiro restaurant Hollywood, Torrance
cultural arts center, Redlands College, Yamato restaurant Canyon country,
featured as a appraiser on storage wars series, Zenshuiji little Tokyo, Oxnard
Japanese Buddhist temple, to name a few. No performances scheduled as of yet.

Q: As a performer and shakuhachi craftsman, what are your goals?

Goals are just to continue to get better and spread, promote and teach shakuha-
chi.

Q: Advice for aspiring shakuhachi players

Be patient, do not get discouraged and enjoy the process.

Through this interview, | sensed Shawn’ s deep reverence for Japanese
culture—as he finds solace in the tranquility of Japanese gardens and the beauty

of koi in ponds—and his insatiable passion for creation, particularly in the craft of
“shakuhachi-making.” —
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_ ABBA: ARRIVAL from Sweden
THE s | Pacific Symphonys Summer Fest

OF ABBA: ...
Sat, Aug 22 2026, 8 p.m.

ARRIVAL
FROM f
SWEDEN
Sing along to ABBA’ s greatest hits at Great
' Park Live as ARRIVAL from Sweden joins the
Pacific Symphony for an evening of iconic pop music.
Conducted by Evan Roider, the concert features
favorites including “Dancing Queen,” “Mamma Mia,”
“Super Trouper,” and more, performed in dazzling
costumes with the energy of Sweden’ s legendary pop.

AVI—-TUERERTRRYIUIL—T ABBA D& %R, &
AW T—#ECT-TELHAFELLD ! Great Park Live TRAESNZZOIVY—
FTIX. ABBA O ME2—FNNY RELTHAMICE VT EERZ(TS
ARRIVAL from Sweden h', Pacific Symphony &3£ELFET ., E5#E(S Evan
Roider, [Dancing Queen] Mamma Mia] [Super Trouper] &(EUsHET
A DKEYrHZE., EONMIKEEEBNHSINZIAT—IUTHE, AVI—
FTUNEBREHRDRYTTIV—T ABBA DiEheE., TFNFFHEIRLEIOLGIR
WEYDABNTF—IVAERE LA VEETET, 949-724-6880

JAPANFOUNDATION ﬁ%

Aug 29 , 2026
12:00PM-3:00PM

Let's Chat in Japanese!

Tea Time! x JFF Theater

The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles,
Teatime! - 5700 Wilshire Blvd, Ste 100, Los
5.7 Angeles, CA 90036
| e
y Admission
Free, Registration Required

P Inquiries flainfo'at'ipf.go.ip

August 29th Program

" JFF THERTER

‘Watch 2 fim then disces in lpansese’

Join us at The Japan Foundation, Los
Angeles (JFLA), for an afternoon of film
and lively discussion! We are planning to show the documentary film
Tsukiji Wonderland (Dir. ENDO Naotaro, 2016) on JFF Theater, then
discuss it in Japanese. In this fun new Tea Time! series, practice your
language skills while enjoying unique films from Japan. Space is limited,
so RSVP as soon as possible!

AY VI AB AL — (The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles ./
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EAICRINBNEZFTOT, FUHEDICHRLAH (RSVP) IS,
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BRERLLET. 80RMULTIHRBWERZIBALCE. ARSI vILFT MERARLTENET.
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For more details, please contact OCJAA 714-730-3551 M-F 10-3pm
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The Voice of
Rewwa Era

& *m Reiwa is the current era of Japan's

official calendar. It began on 1 May
2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

“We Who Forgot How to Rest”
By Pastor: Mao Shimizu

look around the world, we see that many people—from chil-
dren to adults—are exhausted. There are those caught in the
midst of war and children suffering from bullying at school.

For students and children, the highlight of August is “summer
vacation.” Even now, when | think back to my days in elemen-
tary school, I still remember the thrilling excitement | felt right

before the break.

We had to empty our desk drawers and take all our belong-
ings home. Sometimes, moldy school lunch bread—so old we
couldn’t even remember when it was from—would emerge
from the back of a drawer. On our backs, we carried school
backpacks stuffed so full that recorders and rulers were stick-
ing out. In our right arms, we held pots of morning glories; in
our left, calligraphy supplies and paint sets. That's what
elementary school was like in the late Showa era. | wonder
what kind of summer vacation elementary school students in
the Reiwa era are having. Just because it's a day off doesn’t
mean you can do nothing. We'd wake up early in the morn-
ing, gather at the shrine, do radio calisthenics, and write
illustrated diaries. Come to think of it, | realize we were actual-
ly pretty busy even during our days off. Even kids are busy.

Speaking of being busy, it reminds me of something my
middle school technology teacher used to say. He would
write the character for “busy” (IT) in big letters on the black-
board and shout, “The word ‘busy’ is written as ‘losing one’s
heart'!” every single time. Back then, | wondered why he
shouted that every time, but as I've grown older, I've gradual-
ly come to understand the meaning of those words.

Humans cannot work continuously for 24 hours. If we push
ourselves too hard, our bodies suffer, and our minds become
exhausted from stress. The result is “karoshi” (death from
overwork), which has become a serious social problem. If we

There are people overwhelmed by excessive workloads and
those constantly troubled by family problems. There are sad
realities that can even cause people to lose their peace of
mind.

For people in the past, when they grew tired while traveling or
out in the open, leaning against a tree in the shade to catch
their breath was the very symbol of “rest.” For this reason, it is
said that the kanji character for “rest” ({K) was created by
combining the characters for “person” (A) and “tree” (:K).

By leaning against a sturdy tree trunk and letting go of tension
to rest, people can relax and restore both their physical and
mental strength. Continuing to push yourself solely on your
own strength may actually end up breaking you down. There
is One who truly sustains us. It is God, the Creator who made
this heaven and earth.

The kanji character for “rest” ({K) depicts the image of leaning
against a tree to rest. However, for Christians, true rest means
entrusting ourselves to Christ and finding rest in Him.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will
give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

To you who are currently exhausted in both mind and body
due to various circumstances: Why not start by realizing that
you are an irreplaceable and precious being to God? God will
give you true rest and restore your strength! That is precisely
why we need to pause fora moment and “rest.”

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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One of the most memorable experiences we' ve ever had was

% spending the day with Toshiko Okawa-san. We came for a
traditional kimono and hakama photoshoot, but what we
experienced was so much more. It gave us a deeper appreciation
for the artistry, history, and care behind wearing traditional

| Japanese clothing.

It was Kyle' s first time donning a hakama, and Toshiko-san
selected a magnificent hakama adorned with brilliant gold and
sitver fans. He was so impressed by how every piece of the outfit
felt so grand and heavy with high quality and intention. Kyle

| couldn’ t help but feel like a samurai! Because Anna comes from a

§ family line of samurai, it made this experience especially meaningful
% for them. Watching him embrace this part of Japanese culture with

B such excitement made the moment feel even more memorable!

s For Anna, Toshiko-san chose a beautiful, striking black “instant”

& | kimono accented with a vibrant red, floral trim, paired with a
perfectly coordmated obi, collar, sleeves and handbag. Every accessory was selected with
care, from the sparkling hair ornaments she arranged so beautifully to the elegant, floral zori
and matching tabi socks with charming flower accents. Each of the pieces were so delicate
and petite - Anna truly felt transformed into a tiny Japanese doll! It was a dream come true
and an experience she will always treasure! Anna’ s mother, who had accompanied us, was
overwhelmed by how beautiful everything looked! Seeing Anna and Kyle dressed in
traditional Japanese attire as a happy matching couple brought her so much joy!

Anna is a dentist in Cerritos who works with her father, Dr. Frank Ogata.
He is a skilled and kind dentist who has long been well-known in OC.

WWW.Kimono-la.com OfkEC
Web. sorangemag.com TeL 562-787-5060 1\-2

o .“ﬂ'-

Email: kimonodressing@ca.rr.com
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Comic #20
New Washing
Machine
By Makiko Watanabe

Y EADIMEATUL &m0 ?

Little D! What happened?
Wal] wet?
J b
d

HS L WIREBBO L TRY
A Eb o> TKBHETED!
| don't know! My head hit
something in the washer and
it started pouring water!

EobpHR!
Eobp X R
Don’t laugh!
 Just don’t

By
Makiko Watanabe

Follow Culture Crash on
Instagram @
CultureCrash2025
www . BigDLittleD.net
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