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Pleage support the Japancese participating in the Roge Parade!
- Emiko Chrigtengen

Readers are familiar with the Rose Parade in Pasadena on New
Year's Day. Has anyone noticed that a marching band from Japan
participates there every year? My name is Emiko Christensen, and |
am the President of the US branch of the Japan—-America Green
Band Association.

Green Band is a non—profit organization founded in Sendai in 1998
to carry out environmental conservation activities in Japan and
overseas through music. We have performed in various styles, such
as selected bands recruiting members from all over in Japan , and
prestigious brass bands such as Kyoto Tachibana High School, Toho
High School, and Gifu Commercial High School. Up to now, nearly
3,000 students have performed abroad, including in the United
States and France, through the Green Band.

Since 2008, we are continued to participate in the Rose Parade as a
representative of Japan. Some of you may have seen the Japanese
band walking through the streets of Pasadena playing proudly on
TV. About 170 people, mainly university students in Gifu, partici-
pated in this year's parade, which was the first in three years for
the green band due to the influence of the corona.

Students participating in the Rose Parade will stay in Orange
County from the end of December and practice at the Angels
Stadium. In addition to the Rose Parade, they also perform at band
festivals at Disneyland and Pasadena City College. They have
become one of the notable bands in the Rose Parade with their
selection of music that matches the trend, dynamic performances
with movement, and production that incorporates Japanese culture.

As a member of the Green Band, the warm cheers of tens of thou-
sands of spectators in the entertainment of Southern California
inspired some participants to aspire to study abroad and dream of
working in the United States.

For such participants, one of the great pleasures is the homestay
where they spend one or two nights with a local family. The short
but intense time spent with the local people will be an irreplaceable
memory for the participants. It is not uncommon for them to keep
in touch with their host families for years and then meet them again
in Japan or the United States.

However, due to the increase in the number of participants and the
impact of COVID-19, finding a place to accept everyone has
become a source of trouble. This year, too, | reached out to various
parties, and with the help of about 50 families, mainly in Orange
County, I managed to find a place to accept all applicants.

The Green Band strongly hopes to continue this program because
we are aware of the impact homestays have on individuals and on
cultural exchanges between Japan and the United States. If you
are interested in accepting Japanese students for a few days at the
end of the year, please contact Emiko san.

Before the Rose Parade, the Green Band performed a free charity
concert at Kennedy High School in La Palma, Orange County,
inviting homestay families and others. If you are interested, please
join us for 2024 project.

Contact:
emiko@green—band.org
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VOICE ACTING FOR JAPANESE ANIME
ONLINE WORKSHOP FROM TOKYO

DATE & TIME:
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2023
7:00PM-8:30PM (PT)

THIS PROGRAM WILL BE HELD ONLINE,
ADMISSION IS FREE,

RSVP REQUIRED (CLICK https://www jflalc.org)
Come and join us in voicing your favorite anime — in Japanese! Natsu Shinomiya, a
professional voice actor from Japan, will be challenging us to voice popular Japanese
anime such as “Demon Slayer”. We'll learn how professional voice actors in Japan train
and learn about the process of becoming one with stories from Natsu's personal journey.
She'll also introduce her common vocal warmups, as well as tips and tricks used in the
industry before we tackle the ultimate challenge: voicing short scenes together!

Learn in a fun and casual setting with Bill-sensei, from the Japan Visualmedia Translation
Academy (JVTA), who will be moderating. This workshop is designed for beginners of
Japanese, but all experience levels (including none) are welcome. This virtual event is
open to everyone 18 years and older, on a first—come, first—serve basis, until we reach
capacity.
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by Dr. Shinichi Hirokawa
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Heart of charity

% %Q Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
e official calendar. It began on 1 May

The Voice of
Renwa Fra

More than 10 years ago, when Yozan Uesugi (1751-1822) was
widely introduced and his books were selling well, | read about
him with great interest. President J.F. Kennedy's comment that
Yozan, whom the Japanese press had never heard of, was the
most respected of all Japanese, may have been the trigger that
brought Yozan, who had been uncovered, into the spotlight.

Yozan's original name was Harunori. He was a feudal lord of the
Yonezawa domain and is considered a great lord of the mid-Edo
period. The reason for this is that he paid off the domain's large
debt, said to be 20 billion yen, by reforming the domain's admin-
istration. His famous saying was, "If you do, you will succeed; if
you do not, you will not succeed. If you don't do something, it
will not be done." He must have told himself that if he did some-
thing, it would be done, and this belief worked. He left behind
many famous phrases, and even 200 years after his death, he
seems to be encouraging many people. One of the great influ-
ences on Yozan was Heishu Hosoi. | do not know much about
him, but it is said that he was a Confucian scholar and deeply
believed in his teachings. One of his famous sayings is "Sensi no
Kokoro" (heart of charity), which is mentioned at the beginning
of this article. As you probably know, this mind means to do
unto others the best you would have them do unto you.

If we live today with this kind of mind and spirit, there will be
less conflict, less fighting, and more peace in the world around
us and in our country. However, this kind of mindfulness will be
wasted if we do not change our small acts of kindness and
selfishness so that they will spring naturally from our daily life. If
we do not change our small acts of kindness and selfishness,
they will be in vain. The other day, as | started rehabilitation at
the YMCA pool, | greeted a man next to me with "Good morn-
ing," and | got back, "Good morning, | am happy | could wake up
this morning , and God is giving me another day to live.” When-

By Pastor: Toshio Maehara

2019, the dav on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

ever | feel pain and my body does not move as it should, | feel a
prick in my heart that it would be easier to be in heaven. It may
seem small to thank God that | am alive today, but isn't it the
beginning of "the mind of prior charity"? Also, in the shower
room, there is a big guy by the name of Big John, and when he
saw my sour face, he shouted to me, "Hey, smile!" | was so embar-
rassed. Had he known | was a pastor, | would have been greatly
embarrassed. If you are moody, unhappy because you are sick or
tired, there will be no joy and no peace. Peace must come where
circumstances are bad, where there is smiling and laughter even
in times of adversity. Then there was my recent experience of
trying to open a door from the inside and pushing with my left
weak hand. Usually the receptionist would push it open for me,
but that day there was no one there. | pushed it myself and it
opened very lightly. | thought that was strange, and when |
looked up, a young man was pulling it open from the outside.
Smiling, smiling, smiling! Thank you, thank you, and we went
outside. If we keep the "spirit of thankfulness" in our hearts, we
can do it in our daily lives. It doesn't matter how small it is.

Jesus Christ said, "And if you greet only your own people, what
are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do
that?"(Matthew 5:47)

He also said, "So in everything, do to others what you would have
them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets."
(Matthew 7:12) Here we have the "heart of charity" of Christ
2,000 years ago.

Let us convey this spirit in our small but familiar greetings to each
other, in the encouragement of our neighbors, and in other
hidden places.

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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Torrance Sister City Association

3031 Torrance Bivd. Torrance, CA 90503

Friendship Festival —
Association

A 50-Year Celebration of The Torrance Sister City

Celebrating 50 years of friendship with the city of Kashiwa, Japan, The Torrance Sister City Association
(TSCA), one of the most successful sister city programs in the country and operating since 1973, proudly
presents The Friendship Festival, an evening of music and arts at The James R. Armstrong Theater in
Torrance on Saturday, February 18, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.

The Friendship Festival will feature the inspiring talents of past Torrance and Kashiwa student exchange
students who today are highly accomplished performing artists and will also include a showcase of visual
artists in the main lobby. TSCA invites the local community and all present and past TSCA members,
delegates and host families to join the contingent of 50 Kashiwa city representatives and friends traveling
from Japan to attend this commemorative event.

Gifted vocalists, including the Macintyre Family Singers whose matriarch, the late Carole Maclintyre,
was a 1977 Torrance student delegate, will perform. Also appearing is a special artist from Japan, Ittetsu
Kojima, a 1993 Kashiwa delegate, who performs under the stage name, Shinoharu Tatekawa.
Shinoharu has achieved master rank in the art of rakugo, traditional Japanese storytelling, and will delight
the audience with a unique rakugo in English. Opera vocalists include Tami Ooka, a 1980 Kashiwa
delegate, and 2019 Torrance delegate, David Contreras. Opening the concert is The Torrance Civic
Chorale whose members took part in the 1987 delegation to Kashiwa, and closing the evening is taiko
drummer and 2015 Torrance delegate, Alex Ito.

Tickets to the Friendship Festlval are avallable at v omancearts by phone, 310-781-7171, or at
sisters for more information and details regarding all
picnic scheduled the day of February 18.
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