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The joy of creating music
- ko Feuksticona

[ interviewed Ms. Aiko Fukushima, conductor of the Japanese choir at El Marino
Elementary School in Culver City, about the “joy of creating music.

Ms. Fukushima was born in Hamamatsu City, Shizuoka Prefecture. Her mother, a
piano teacher, and her father, who promoted musical instruments at Yamaha,
influenced her to become familiar with music at a Yamaha Music School from an
early age. She came to the U.S. to study at the Berklee College of Music in
Boston. When she first entered the school, her English was a little rusty, and
every day she would record her lessons, ask the student sitting next to her to tell
her what the homework was, and then go back to the dome or practice room to
review. After entering the school, she learned that she could major in film music
composition, which had thrilled her since she was a child, and decided to study it
alongside jazz. “Fortunately, I received a scholarship from the school and had the
opportunity to write and perform a piece for a combined orchestra and big band
ensemble. | also studied with Jay Chattaway, composer of Star Trek's “Voyager,”
who was invited as an Artist in Residence, and around the time of my graduation,
[ was selected for a BMI-sponsored Pete Carpenter Fellowship to study business
with composer Mike Post in Los Angeles, and was subsequently selected to join
the Henry Mancini Institute, an orchestra and big band of young musicians who
auditioned from all over the world to collaborate with six composers. This led me
to move to Los Angeles. After moving to Los Angeles, she attended workshops
for composers at the Sundance Institute, known for its film festival, and at the
same time joined JoAnn Kane Music Service (JKMS), a company that produces
scores and parts for film music recording sessions in Hollywood. While working at
JKMS, I worked six days a week, almost without a day off, from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30
p.m. to make it to the 10:00 a.m. recording sessions, but he had a lot of experi-
ences.” One of the most memorable experiences was when she met Yo-Yo Ma, a
cellist whom she respected, when she worked as an assistant for John Williams'
recordings. “1 first heard him play live when I observed a rehearsal of the Boston
Symphony Orchestra conducted by Seiji Ozawa. When he came out on stage as a
soloist, he greeted everyone in the front row of the orchestra one by one with a
smile and a polite handshake before taking his seat. | was happy just to be able to
work in the same space with him, but during the intermission, when a friend of
mine who knew him tried to greet him, he greeted his friend who was standing
next to him, saying, “Nice to meet you, my name is Yo—Yo Ma,” and [ was
impressed by the way he greeted his friend.”

After leaving that company in 2009, she continued to work as a freelance com—
poser and orchestrator, and in 2022 her music for “Samurai Rabbit: The Usagi
Chronicles” was released on Netflix. For this work, she asked musicians in Los
Angeles, New York, Japan, Switzerland, and Spain to record all kinds of traditional
Japanese instruments, including shakuhachi, koto, taiko, shamisen, biwa, hichiriki
(a Gagaku wind instrument), shinobue, and kokyu, and combined them with
traditional and hip—hop instruments in some scenes. The result is a music that is
both traditional and hip—hop in some situations. The theme song was performed
by Mike Penny, an exceptionally talented Tsugaru shamisen player from Los
Angeles. Isaku Kageyama, another Los Angeles—based taiko drummer, helped us
create the sound the producers were looking for, one that wasn't the “10 drum—
mers playing taiko” that Hollywood action movies often feature. He said that he
was struck by the sound of the taiko drums. In addition to composing, Aiko's most
recent endeavor is the El Marino Japanese Language Choir, a group of bilingual
Japanese—English elementary school students that she launched in 2019. The
group started with only 8 members, but they have been practicing online while in
Corona, and as of 2023, they have grown to 27 members.The children are so
adorable and honest, and they are always ready to share their love with others.
The children are really cute, honest, and full of potential. “But if we don't put
100% of our heart and soul into them, they will know it right away, so we can't let
up!” says Aiko. Watching them grow up has become one of the greatest pleasures
in her life.

“As advice to those who want to pursue a career in music, there is so much to
learn as a human being and as a person involved in music every day, and you will
probably live your life wishing to grow even more until you die. But one thing I can
say from experience is that if you don't give up and don't stop doing what you
want to do, you will find what you need to do and where you need to be. That
place will change at various times in life, you may get bored, and that is okay.
Rejection is a daily occurrence in our work (laughs). Before, every time | was not
hired or could not do a song well, I would think, “Maybe this profession is not for
me!” But recently, I have finally come to believe that it was simply because I
didn't match what they were looking for, not because | am not good myself. | was
also impressed to hear pianist Nobuyuki Tsujii say in an interview recently, “I
believe that only good things can happen to me.” I would like to live a cool life like
that, and I would like my daughter to do the same.”
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I can't do it alone, thanks to you guys, thank you.

$ £@ Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
7 official calendar. It began on | May

The Voice 4f
Renwa Fra

America is a magnificent country. Professional sports are
popular all year round, making it a great time for sports
enthusiasts. The baseball season begins in March and the
playoffs end in early October. Before the baseball season
ends, the professional and college football season begins
around the end of August. The basketball season starts at the
end of October and the playoffs end in June of the following
year. The football season lasts until February, overlapping
with the baseball season for a few months. This is the yearly
entertainment that the sports world has assembled.

In recent years, the days when the Japanese could only watch
the American sports world have passed. Naomi Osaka of
tennis, Hideki Matsuyama of golf, Shohei Ohtani of baseball,
and Rui Yamura of basketball have been remarkably success-
ful, with Ohtani receiving the highest praise for his genius,
surpassing Babe Ruth. In addition, the good manners of the
Japanese people are exemplary. The post-game "trash
pickup" by the Japanese side at last year's World Cup was so
praised that it was referred to as a post-game re-ceremony.
Beyond the wins and losses, it was not only their side that
picked up the dust, but also the stadium's dust. Sports are not
just about wins and losses. It must also be an exemplary
model of character for the youth of the world who are enthu-
siastic about and model their athletes.

| played basketball in the Japan High School National Tourna-
ment once upon a time, and even though | am older, | still
love basketball and college football. My alma mater, USC, had
a new coach last year, and quickly put together a very good
record, with quarterback Caleb Williams winning the Hesiman
Trophy as the best in the country. Sports commentators are

By Pastor: Toshio Maehara

2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

predicting that he will win it again this year. The athlete was
invited to New York last year for the award ceremony. His
parents, as well as his coaches, accompanied him to the cele-
bration. However, he invited seven offensive lines(players) to
attend the ceremony at his own expense. The seven players
were offensive players who protected the QB and helped him
pass the ball in a targeted manner without being swayed by
opposing defenses. As William said, "l didn't win by myself, you
guys protected me. Thank you." Without their protection, we
wouldn't have won the top award in the country. It is because
of the protection of those around me that | won the award.

There are several cases in the New Testament that come to
mind. In those days, people with leprosy were socially ostra-
cized and abandoned, separated from their families and com-
munities. Jesus Christ healed all ten without condition. All ten
were healed, but only one of them returned to thank Him,
saying, "Thank you, Jesus Christ. The other nine had complete-
ly forgotten who healed them. We, like these nine people, may
forget to say "Thank you," and take the favors of others as a
matter of course.

We should not think that we were born alone. Nor should we
think that we have lived alone. Nor should you think that you
have graduated from a prestigious university all by yourself.
Nor should we think that we have achieved success on our
own. We are who we are today because of the care and help of
those around us. Sometimes we are who we are today because
of the sacrifices of others. Thank you to those who prayed for
me. Thank you God for helping me, and thank you to my many
friends!

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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Don't let the black rain fall on
Reiwa era...Miki Nakane

Black rain refers to the large drops
of heavy oil-like rain containing
mud, dust, and radioactive materi—
als that were blown up by the blast
after the uranium—type atomic
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.
The leaders attending the G-Sum—
mit in Hiroshima this May must
have visited Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Museum and witnessed
the horror of the atomic bombing.

This year marks the 78th anniver—
sary of the atomic bombing, and
one boy, at the age of six, in a
house on the outskirts of Hiroshi—
ma, remembers the day of the
bombing in vivid detail. He is
Kazumi Komatsu, who now lives in
San Gabriel. He has been collect—
ing materials related to the atomic
bombing in the hope that one day
he will be compelled to tell his
story.

My house was located in Itsukaichi
Town along the Seto Inland Sea,
which connects Hiroshima City and
Miyajima Island. It was a two—min—
ute walk to the sea. It was less
than five kilometers in a straight
line from the hypocenter. From the
porch, I could see an aircraft
carrier waiting offshore with a load
of Zero fighters. Six or eight USA
B-29s were coming in. The B—29s
spit out a bright white cloud of
sparks. It is a parachute. The USA
soldiers are blown ashore by the
sea breeze and fall into the nearby
mountains. Neighbors shouted,
“Go for it! and run with bamboo
spears, axes, and hoes. I loved to
watch the aerial battles and
counted the number of planes that
flew over today.

At 8:15 a.m. on August 6, 1945, my
brother and I were watching the
sky when a B-29 flew away, leav—
ing only one plane at altitude.
Before I could finish saying, “The
Zero fighters aren't taking off,” |
was hit in the left side of my face
by a tremendous flash of light.
Immediately, it was pitch black and
I could see nothing. The next
moment, “Boom! I felt a tremor
with a tremendous sound. |
thought it was an earthquake.
Eventually, I became able to see,
and saw various objects scattered
in the air. I looked closely and saw
that they were clothes, tatami
mats, shoji screens, fusuma mats,
and a small table. It was as if they

A-bomb Experience

and Considerations on the Atomic Bomb

were swimming in the air. When |
rushed inside the house, I found
tatami mats floating up, broken
window panes with shards stuck in
the pillars, and a blue ceiling with
the roof of the second floor blown
off.

A short time later, the adults told
me that a powerful new bomb had
been dropped on the city and that
it was on fire. They said that many
people were killed or injured and
that it was a terrible disaster.
When my father heard about this,
he pulled a big eight—wheeler to
the city to rescue relatives and
neighbors who had not returned
home. I followed my father. When
we entered the city after an
hour's walk, we found the city was
a burnt field, some parts were still
burning, and dead bodies were
strewn all over the area. Some
were completely burned or half
burned, with eyeballs and internal
organs sticking out, and it was
impossible to tell the difference
between men and women. Shards
of glass and other debris were
stuck in their bodies. The steel
frame of a building had turned to
candy and melted into a lump.
Moans of “water” and “water”
could be heard from everywhere.
It was hell. For about a week, my
father and | searched for acquain—
tances in the city, but we could
not find anyone.

Two days after [ went out to look
for people, a military official
brought six A—bomb survivors to
my home. They asked us to take
care of the people who had
nowhere else to go. Within an hour
of accepting the job, one of them
died. Then they brought one more
to make up for it. The hibakusha
were allocated according to the
size of the house. As a young girl,
my job was to use a bottle set to
remove shards of glass that were
stuck in the bodies of A-bomb
survivors. Even after [ removed
them, shards would come spewing
out later and later. He would plead
with me, “Hey, give me just a sip
of water, please. When I tried to
secretly give her water, my
mother, who had spotted it, said,
“No, you can't, because it will
poison your body! The army
strictly forbids it!” She scolded
me. Still, I felt sorry for her, so |
stole her mother’'s eye and gave
water to one lady. She cheered up
and said, “Thank you, thank you,”
words that remain in my ears to

this day.

In 1965, I married a Sansei and
moved to the United States. My
brother's children were sickly. I
was afraid that I might get
A-bomb disease, but [ soon had a
child. There were about 50 new-
born babies lined up at the hospi-
tal. Looking through the glass
window, [ saw only one
red—skinned, dark—haired baby
among the Caucasians. It was my
daughter. | wondered if she had
been affected by the atomic
bombing. I felt as if my heart was
about to collapse. I was relieved
to learn from the nurse that the
baby was healthy. Just because
my first child was normal did not
reassure me. With child number
two, [ was unsure; after 11 years
of assessing my health, | had my
second child. It is a boy. He was
not affected by the A—bombing.
Compared to my brother, who
was exposed to radiation in the
same place, I have not been sick
since [ was a child. My children
have grown up healthy, and [ am
blessed with grandchildren.

For a while after I came to the
U.S., I held a grudge against the
atomic bombing. When I told
retired U.S. military personnel
about the tragedy of the atomic
bombings, they told me that the
atomic bombings were justified
because the use of the atomic
bombs helped minimize U.S. and
Japanese casualties and ended
the war, but they had never told
me about the atomic bombings.
“We are very sorry to you,” he
apologized with tears in his eyes,
“Thank you for talking to us.”

On how the development of the
atomic bomb began,

In 1939, President Roosevelt sent
a letter to scientists who had
defected from Germany to the
U.S. advising them to develop an
atomic bomb before Germany did.
1942, Roosevelt secretly ordered
and proceeded with the Manhat—
tan Project, a plan to develop an
atomic bomb. A total of 145,000
people were mobilized. Few
people know this, but the Japa-
nese Army and Navy were also
involved in the development and
manufacture of the bomb. How-
ever, the Army’s development
was halted in the spring of 1945
due to Emperor Showa's strong
opposition to the use of a new
type of bomb. The Navy, on the

other hand, succeeded in
developing a bomb in a cave in
the northern part of the
Korean Peninsula, with the
help of 17 scientists. There is
a Japanese testimony that
three days before the end of
the war, it was tested in the
sea east of Japan. In fact, in
1940, the research of Japa—
nese nuclear physicists was
highly regarded as “running
alongside that of the United
States. Yoshio Nishina, a
nuclear physicist who was a
close friend of Niels Bohr, the
father of quantum theory, and
Fumisaku Arakatsu, a physicist
who had studied under
Einstein, were playing a central
role in the development of this
technology.

In July 1945, the United
States, having successfully
developed an atomic bomb,
conducted its first ever nucle—
ar test in New Mexico. Many
U.S. military officials and
scientists, including Einstein,
were astonished by the power
of the bomb and petitioned the
U.S. government not to use
the atomic bomb. Despite this,
President Truman (President
Roosevelt died in April)
ordered the atomic bombings
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

There was something [ just
couldn't accept,” Komatsu
said. The inscription on the
Cenotaph for the A—~bomb
Victims reads, 'Rest in peace. |
will not repeat my mistake. |
had my doubts, so I visited the
mayor of Hiroshima. There I
was introduced to Professor
Tadayoshi Zoga, a classical
studies scholar of the inscrip—
tion.

Let all the souls here Rest in
Peace. For we shall not repeat
the evil.

He told me that the words
were a pledge by all people to
pray for the souls of the
A-bomb victims and to never
repeat the mistakes of war.
Mr. Komatsu told us that he
felt as if a small bone stuck in
his throat had finally been
removed.

(Interview: Norie Morita)
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