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Mugic ig everything for me.
- Ryoji Inatsugi

Ryoji is a guitarist, a Shamisen player, and an African drummer.
When | went to fix the strings on my koto, | saw the various
instruments in Ryoji's workshop and realized that he is a multi-
talented musician who fixes, makes instruments, and he is a music
teacher for Infants and toddlers, and he composes music as well.

Where are you from and where do you live now?

Morioka City, lwate Prefecture, but | moved around Japan for
my father's work and eventually settled in Tokyo. Since coming

to'the U.S., | have always lived in California. | currently live in
Inglewood.

How did you first encounter music?

My mother was passionate about the arts and was involved

in‘theater productions and weavmgh She used to take me to

plays when | was little, and | loved the feeling of being in the

story with the actors' passionate live performances. | éven

E.e ormed on stage as a child actor once. When I was in
indergarten, | was sent to a German-born children's music class

called "Rhythmic". | remember that | was allowed to express

myself yer[\j freely to the music there. My sister showed me

"Best Hits USA" and other 80's music by famous musicians

Michael Jackson, Queen, and the Police.

When | was in elementary school in a small town called
Shichinohe in Aomori, | vVividly remember parading a portable
shrine in the town with a musical accompaniment. | also have
strong memories of being allowed to participate in things like
ghting drums, even though | was very young. | had beén taking
lano lessons for as long as | remembeér. it wasn't untjl | was
12 years old when | voluntarily started playing a musical
instrument when my older brother borrowed an electric guitar
from a friend.

Who were your musical influences?

My older sister, who is 7 years older than me, and my older
brother, who is 5 years older than me. My sister was a classical
pianist and my brother is a bass ?mtar[st. They were always my
role models and admirers, since I'was a child. The Japanese
artist Taiji Sato has been my mentor ever since | was allowed to
be his valet when | was in hl%h school. | was also gfreatly
influenced bylgeople_l wentto see in person andlearned to play
from, such a$ Hionarl Tousha of Japan Taiko Dojo in Asakusa,
the Okinawa folk drum Igroup "Mafue," the Senegalese
percussion ensemble player Pape Diouf, and | Kétuk Suwentra
of the Bamboo Gamelan of BahEle og) band "Suar Agung,"
among others. | was very much influénced by them.

What brought you to the United States?

Music, of course. At the time, my friend and musical partner
invited me to come here and make it here. It was only supposed
to be for a year, but it's been 20 years now.

What do you want to convey through your music?

The melody that is flowing deep in ma/ heart. | want to convey
the moments that make me feel good, happy, or sad. For the
past few years, it has been the excitement of surfing! In those
moments, melodies come to me in a flash, so 1 go to the beach
and record them right away with my ukulele and whistle. If | can
_dghver it to you fresh, I'm happy. It's like being a fisherman, isn't
It

What are your main activities now?

For the past few years, | have been _doincT; outdoor music
classes for young children with their mothers, at the request of
their parents. Playlnﬂ lively music with children reminds me of
that experience in Rhythmic. In the class, children also freely
play, sing, and dance to live music on various ethnic
instruments. On weekends, | often play at birthday parties for
the little ones.

If you are interested in an outdoor music class for mothers and
toddlers, please visit our website at
https://ryojimusic.com/
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Welcome to the Events Page for Saddleback Arts!

Starting July 18!
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28000 Marguerite Pkwy,
Mission Viejo, CA
92692

Saddleback College
Fine Arts Complex
949-582-4656

Saddleback College’s Summer Jazz Camp is back!

Come join the Jazz Faculty for a week-long experience July
18-22, learning about jazz improvisation and the culture of
jazz.

A special Early Bird Rate applies until July 11 this year. We're
so glad to be back in person and look forward to working
with you all.
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Hiro's Happy life
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New H. ope Foundation International

Vol: 28

New Hope Foundation International was established as a nonprofit organization in
1995 in Los Angeles. Our founder, Mr. Richard Fujita, is from Kagoshima Japan. The
main issue we have been focusing on is the human rights crime of human trafficking
in Las Vegas stressing the importance of prevention through the means of education.

Will you help us with the fight against human trafficking?
If so, there are three things you can do:

1) You can take our free online course titled “Freedom Fighter Intro Course” to get
you up to speed on the basics of human trafficking. Visit https://www.nhfinterna-
tional.org/learn to register today.

2) You can share our videos via your social media, with friends and family to keep
them informed regarding human trafficking. Visit our YouTube Channel to start
sharing today - https://www.youtube.com/c/NewHopeFoundationInternational.

3) We of course welcome financial donations to contribute towards our ongoing
educational efforts as well. You can make your donations by visiting our website at
https://www.nhfinternational.org/.

New Hope Foundation Internationalid, 19955 (cOH IV A TIEERIFMEE LTRIThEL
e BIEEDFr— FEBERTARBRERUSTI. BN ERTETTVSELRREIR &
BFRICLAFHOEEHEBRATZ2IANHATOAZTED AMEIEE T,
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The Voice of

Thankfully (Okagesama) 4

Reiwa is the current era of Japan's

j i % ia official calendar, It began on 1 May

Renwa Era

In the last column, | introduced how our ancestry can be appreci-
ated from the Buddhist point of view. Our ancestry is the very
condition that enables our present lives to exist in this world.
Also, it is not merely the bloodline or family lineage but the
succession of love and affection, worries and patience, passed on
from a parent to child, generation to generation. When we
ascend the time axis, it becomes apparent that our ancestry is
the condition that supports our present lives vertically from the
past. Here, let us look at other conditions that support our pres-
ent lives from the perspective of space. Without exception to
anyone, what makes us live each day? It is food. Let us look into
this matter by disassembling a hamburger.

Lettuce, tomato, onions, burger, and buns. In general, these are
what you see when you disassemble a hamburger. All vegetable
in front of us is the result of a harvest that is made possible by
the growth of seeds and the enormous efforts of farmers who
patiently cultivate them. All seeds require such conditions as sun,
rain, and good soil to grow. Buns are made from flour, which is
originally a seed of wheat, and flour needs a baker to produce
buns from it. And beef putty is originally a body part of cattle. It
is not sufficient that these ingredients are produced at each
farm. They are required to be delivered to a kitchen by a truck
with enough fuels and a driver. And finally, it needs a cook for
these ingredients to be assembled as a hamburger. Just a ham-
burger is something that is made possible when all required
conditions meet. If so, all food in front of us is something made
possible by countless conditions.

“Why do | have to say itadaki-masu (I humbly take this) at every
meal?” It is often said, “To thank those who cook them or bless-
ings of the earth.” But if it is only to thank them, Japanese words
before meals should have been “arigato” instead of “itadaki-ma-
su”. Christian grace shows appreciation to God who gave food to

By Rev: Kodo Tanaka

2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

people. Why it is “itadaki-masu (| humbly take this)” in Japanese
and what is it we are taking?

It is life. All meals are regarded as an act of taking the lives of
other living beings, animals and plants, and it is called “se-ssho
(taking life)” in Buddhism. Although the form of beings is differ-
ent from humans, all animals, mountains, rivers, plants, and trees
are regarded to have the seed that would grow to be a Buddha.
We humans cannot live without consuming food for nourishment
by taking the lives of other living beings. In Japanese, the act 6f
eating is expressed in three ways. It is “ku-u” that we gluttonize to
only satisfy hunger and appetite. It is “taberu” that we eat food
sorting out ingredients for health. Finally, it is “itadaku” that we
eat food regarding it as an act of taking lives and pledging that
we would reward these lost lives by receiving them fully to ener-
gize ourselves to live.

“Why do | have to clear the plate each meal?” In an interview, Mr.
Ichiro Suzuki, who was a famous major league baseball player,
explained a reason why he would cook only a slice of beef at a
time on a plate when dining at a BBQ restaurant. “Because”, he
said, “life of a cattle is sacrificed for this meal. | thought about
how I should be respectful to this fact and found that it is to cook
carefully and taste every slice of beef at its best.”

“Clear the plate”, which is a very familiar phrase for people in
Japan, is a message that teaches us not to waste life but to make
the most out of it. It is the only way to reward lost lives that are
served as our food that we make all of them fully as the energy of
our lives. While thankfulness in Christian grace is addressed to
God, “itadaki-masu” with a bow pressing the palms together in
front of our chest is directly addressed to food (life) in front of us.
“Itadaki-masu” is a word to apologize for lost lives and swear to
live fully by making all energy for us to survive.

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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Law ﬁ-ﬁim of Katsuhiro ﬁsrai
22471 Aspan Strest, Sulte 280
Lake Forest, CA U2630
Tel 940457 2206
Faw: G445 78207
E-mailb karai@kapatiaw com
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22F @ Alexa £19F Chantie OFEIFEEN . 38
(FEYADBY YIS U ATRATOY VPN AL
. BEROFY. BER., J7viavileTHERE
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B{THAERTLE, Kimono Magic

Alexa and her cousin Chanti, who live in Texas
had a longing to wear Japanese Furisode
someday. Their grandmother who lives in San
Francisco calted them to make their dreams
come true, and came all the way to LA for
dressing, photography, and video shooting. At
a later day, they sent me their impression of
dressing up and shooting. Kimono Magic

happened again %
? Alexa Cervantes Makeup artist.

“I am an esthetician and makeup artist. | live
| in Dallas. Texas. Wearing a Japanese kimono
made me feel feminine and beautiful. It gave
me good self-esteem and a lot of confidence.
- 1 felt rich and it made me feel | can do
b anything | want in my life. Toshiko is quick and
precise in her work and it was an enjoyable
experience! | felt a connection to the
Japanese cuiture and wanted to be in Japan.
Thank you Toshike for an amazing day!

- Alexa Cervantes -

Chantal Echegaray Mechanical

Engineering student at Texas A&M University

Getting dressed in a kimono is a feeling like no other. It is truly an opportunity of a life-
time and an experience you will never forget. It requires great skill to wrap someone in a
kimono and Toshiko is an expert! It is a process and Toshike puts a lot of time and effort
to make your kimono sit on your body just right. She is a perfectmmst and what she
does is beyond amazing! When she wraps you, you begin to feel £ :
your posture correct itself, and you gain confidence, It is like .
wearing a shield so powerful that no one can stop you!
Wearing a kimono is like no other experience, and thanks to the &
kind and wonderful Toshiko. | have been fortunate enough to
ha\.re t!"hS expermnce - Chantal Echegaray
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