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SHIBUI

Japanese Antique & Furniture
1325 E. Esther St.

Long Beach, CA, 90813
718.875.1119

Business: 10am — 6:00pm
Sunday: Appointment Only
https://shibui.com/
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‘SHIBUI" Japanese Antigues & Furniture
- Dane Owen

While looking for a display rack for an *uchikake* (formal kimono), I spotted an
antique shop called “Shibui” and immediately went to visit it. The moment |
stepped into the shop, a world of old-fashioned beauty unfolded before me—a
space that seemed gently detached from the passage of time. The furniture and
kimonos arrayed there connected me to the Edo period; transcending time and
space, | was enveloped in a wondrous sensation, as if | had wandered into a
bygone era.

Q: What first drew you to Japanese antiques?

“When | was growing up there was Japanese inspired design all around me. We
lived in a mid—century style house which was Japanese inspired. My mother
studied Ikebana and we always had arrangements in the home. As I got older, |
also liked Arts and Crafts and Frank Lloyd Wright which were also inspired by
Japan. Growing up my family made custom jewelry and | was inspired in my
designs by Art Nouveau which is a French response to the opening of Japan to
the west in the late 19th century. We also talked a lot about Shibui in reference
to beauty. Nature is an important part of Shibui. Time is a force of nature, it
adds patina and removes poorly made or designed items because they are not
beautiful or useful. Antiques are the result of generations of people editing out
what is not working in design or function. The love and use these items receive
creates the patina that we love in antiques.”

Q: What should beginners keep in mind when looking at antique or vintage items?

“Everyone makes mistakes. Learning is a journey. What you find beautiful today
Take time to really examine how it was
Don’ t believe

Consider that

will change with the knowledge you gain.
made, what it is made from, how it works. Ask lots of questions.
every answer. These things have made it through generations.
before thinking that you are the end user.”

Q: Why do things that appear merely old at first glance seem beautiful to Dane—
san?

“Shibui is a word that is sometimes used to describe a type of beauty. To me
the most beautiful things are in nature. The only way something manmade can
come close to the beauty of nature is for nature to help in its creation. A potter
can shape a tea bowl and the fire and ash in the kiln can make it beautiful. A
woodworker chooses a natural tokobashira to bring nature into the room. These
are choices made at the time of creation. Time is also a force of nature. Time
will add patina, rust and wear to everything. That patina is something | appreci-
ate. Your favorite pair of jeans are not the new ones. They are the ones that are
almost worn out. They fit better and the color has changed. Patina tells its own
story. How something was used, loved, or left out in the rain, gives an object a
soul of its own. [ love seeing that story in objects.”

Q: If you were to keep just one item for yourself from this vast collection, what
would you choose?

“Right now it would be the large Keisu bell we have. We are still researching it
but it may be an important part of Japanese history and I feel responsible for its
protection.’

Q: What do you think is the appeal of old Japanese things that Japanese people
often overlook?

“Beauty and utility. Every generation has had a chance to throw these things
away because it was not beautiful or useful and yet it is still here. Today we
treat everything like it is disposable. When we are done we throw it away.
Antiques have lived through several generations and will last much longer with a
little care. Kids have already scratched it, the new scratch from your kid will
only add to its history. They are tough, useful and beautiful.”

Q: What is the one thing you most want to convey to people who are just
starting to learn about Japanese antiques?

“There is a lot to know. Do not be discouraged because you can’t find an
answer. | have been in the Japanese Antique business for over 30 years and [
feel like I barely have scratched the surface. Everything has something to teach
you. Enjoy the journey.”

Dane, who had collected countless items over the course of 30 years, chose to
keep just one thing in the end—not something expensive, nor something visually
beautiful, but a “ Keisu bell.” I felt this was not simply a story about “my favorite
item being the Keisu bell,” but a truly beautiful tale of how the items he had
collected over many years as a collector ultimately transformed from “things to
own” into “things to protect and pass on to the future.”

COMMUNITY NEWS

https://www.cityofirvine.org/

n Fiesta Latina en Irvine

City of Irvine

Celebrating Heritage, Together
Sunday, 9 A 13 H 11 am-4 pm.
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Join us for Fiesta Latina en Irvine at the Grate Park!!

Enjoy lively loteria games, colorful calavera makeup
demonstrations, music, art, and delicious food — celebrating the
traditions and contributions of Hispanic and Latino Americans.
This free, family—friendly event includes education, entertainment,
crafts, vendors, food trucks, and more. Local community partners
will be in attendance to support the event and share
organizational information and resources. 949-724-6880

Summer style Matcha with

JAPANFOUNDATION c\u%

Inquiries jflainfo'at'jpf.go.jp

#5318 grand master
Sosetsu Kawakami JILERE

ONLINE LECTURE & DEMONSTRATION

11th—Generation Head of the Edosenke
School of Tea

9 H 16 B 7:00 - 8:15 pm,
Wednesday,
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Join Sosetsu Kawakami, 11th—generation head of the Edosenke
School of Tea, for an engaging online introduction to Japanese tea

Keiro

culture and the traditional ways of enjoying matcha in summer.
what a tea school’ s head does, and what students learn through
tea practice. Inquiries jflainfo’at’jpf.go.jp
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Through this Zoom Webinar, he will explore what tea ceremony is,
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The Voice of

“The Power of Words

%4 i Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
official calendar. It began on 1 May

Renwa Era

Since spring 2026, a “Super El Nifo” has been underway, and
as organizations such as the World Meteorological Organiza-
tion (WMO) have stepped up their alerts, a series of
record-breaking extreme weather events has been occurring
around the world. Life-threatening heat waves have struck vast
areas including North America, Europe, and Asia, while damage
from torrential rains and droughts has also been reported.

Record-breaking heat waves have also struck FIFA World Cup
host cities; New York's Central Park recorded temperatures
nearing 42°C, marking the hottest summer in about 14 years.
Meanwhile, in Europe, unprecedented heat waves have swept
through Spain, France, and other regions, resulting in a string
of fatalities. London and western France are experiencing heat
waves at levels not seen in recorded history. In northern India,
where the maximum temperature reached 48.2°C, there have
been numerous deaths from heatstroke; Japan also recorded
41°C, and serious damage has been reported across Asia.
Watering the plants in the garden is a traditional summer
activity in Japan. While you don't often see large gardens like
those in American homes here, | think there’s a certain Japa-
nese charm in the way people carefully tend to the plants in
their small gardens.

It's said that people who love flowers speak to them while
watering, saying things like, “Grow strong and healthy. Please
bloom beautiful flowers.” Similarly, those who enjoy bonsai are
advised to lavish praise on their beloved trees, saying, “What a
beautiful shape those branches are taking. You're doing a great
job."In this way, it's said that even for plants that cannot speak,
the gentle words spoken by those who care for them have a
positive effect on their growth. I've heard that if you play classi-
cal music for freshly cut lumber while it’s drying, it will become

By'Bishop: Yuju Matsumoto

2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

straight and well-formed.

Kakai, the founder of Shingon Esoteric Buddhism—also
known as Kobo Daishi—Ileft behind the following words:
“If even plants and trees can attain enlightenment,
how much more so sentient beings?” (From *#4=2% Un-ji-gi*)

To put it simply, this means, “Even plants can become Bud-
dhas. Therefore, how could there be any reason why all living
beings—we who possess minds—cannot become Buddhas?”

People have various emotions, including joy, anger, sorrow,
and pleasure. When something joyful happens, our hearts are
filled with contentment, but even the most level-headed
person may get angry at times. The term “sentient beings”
(those with minds) also implies feelings of love and hatred, and
loving or hating others may be a natural part of life for us
ordinary people.

However, if possible, we should strive to prioritize love and
refrain from hatred. Of course, love isn’t limited to romantic
feelings; it also includes treating those around us with generos-
ity, showing consideration for others, and cherishing and han-
dling things with care. In short, | believe it refers to a “heart”
that could be called the “Buddha-mind.”

The key to that “Buddha-mind” lies in “speaking kindly.”

It's tempting to complain about how the dry spell makes
watering the garden a chore or how the lingering summer heat
is unbearable, but by speaking words full of love to the plants,
those words naturally reach your own ears as well, and as a
result, your own heart becomes more peaceful.

The hardships we face help hone our wisdom.

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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Sweet Orange

Presents

Culture
CRASH

By
Makiko Watanabe
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Little D. Why are there

chopsticks next to the

washer? g

BREENS DIC
FoTWBD,

| use it to get
the last piece of
clothing at the

Comic #21
Washing Machine

With Chopsticks bottom.

By Makiko Watanabe
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BAabIT-DIZEnTHEILRVD

after | got you a stepping stool?!

—L

You mean, you still can’t reach even

?

question!

Follow Culture Crash on
Instagram @
CultureCrash2025
www . BigDLittleD.net

< TRIWRE !
It was an honest
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