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generous parents. Her parents strongly wished that Naomi, who was interested in
music, would be happy if she could read music, so she waited until she was six
years old to start learning the piano. When she was ten, when she was listening to
records, she knew that a tone was an instrument named oboe. Her encounter with
the oboe had a mysterious feeling that “I know this instrument.” At the same time,
she had the feeling that she wanted to know about this instrument!

She met an oboe teacher at the perfect time a few years later, but she failed in
her college entrance exam despite having an oboe department at her local Hama-
matsu Gakugei High School. From her parents, she was then told that she would
“give up on music if she failed to take her next year's exam.” At her local Hama-
matsu Gakugei High School, she also learned what she could study at college, so
she thought she needed a new environment and place to improve her strength.

The trigger was a public lesson of the Vienna Symphony Orchestra held at her
graduation high school. Naomi, who was a graduate of her, will also be able to
participate, and she asked the piano master at that time to accompany her. "1
didn't understand German at all, but I understood all the teacher’s intentions at the
time of the lesson. The teacher said that I should go to Germany without going to
a Japanese university, and it will not be accepted after graduating from university.
The piano accompaniment teacher, who was watching the lesson all the time, told
me that your performance was good in Germany, and suddenly I was admitted to
the National University of Music in Vienna.”

The classes in Vienna include oboe lessons three times a week, piano lessons,
performances in conducting orchestras, ensembles, music history, music theory,
breathing, and musical instruments. “I took a curriculum for 5 years in 3 years. In
addition to classes, there are part—time lessons and orchestral performances, so
you can literally immerse yourself in music. It was a training school that trained
musicians. However, when my daily life in the music of the repertoire was getting a
little painful, I decided to move from Vienna, where | lived for 6 years, to New
York.” But it was her parents who had been in favor of everything until then that
strongly opposed immigration to the United States. The reason is that she have
reached the point where she can get a bachelor's degree in graduate school in
another year, and her parents were looking forward to returning to Japan. Howev—
er, it was more important for her to enjoy music freely than to have a degree.
While attending graduate school in New York, she also worked as an oboe leader at
the Opera. After that, she met her husband, Mr. Ozawa, at a regular concert at the
New York Men's Glee Club, and moved to Los Angeles. Taking the opportunity to
start teaching at the Yamaha Music School in Torrance, she started various
musical activities.

Since the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake, she has begun to support her
musical activities with a volunteer performance called Tulip in Harmony. She has
continued the “Send Love to Japan” project, which has gathered across borders,
ages, and genres, and has held charity concerts every year. Her 10th concert in
2020 was planned to collaborate with a group of Nikkei called Great Full Crane,
who has been supporting her since the earthquake, but she couldn't do it in
Corona. This activity is her life work that she wants to continue for the purpose of
fostering the music culture of the community and fostering successors.
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AT http://hiroisogawa.com/

Before traffickers take action, they first target a victim of human trafficking.
Then, the trafficker invests in the victim - gaining her trust and loyalty. And
lastly, they trick the victims into getting whatever they want through force,
coercion or lies.

How do the traffickers find these girls? More and more through social media.

It's easy to find and get direct access to vulnerable girls via social media. All
they have to do is pay them a compliment, befriend them, keep pursuing them
to the point where the girls fall in love with them, etc.

This is becoming more of the mainstream way traffickers are targeting
vulnerable victims. Thus, it’s essential that we understand how social media
works in enabling traffickers to prey on innocent and unsuspecting victims.
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New Hope Foundation International
Contact: Adia Lancaster

adia@nhfinternational.org for more information

Donate to: 316 E Bridger Ave, Suite 203 Las Vegas, NV 89101
or online at http://nhfinternational.org/give/
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A way of Cife to focus on
By Pasgtor:Toshio Machara

Around December of last year, [ received an email from a friend. His second son, J, is
being trained under a professional coach in Japan and the United States to become a
professional baseball player. In Japan, it seems that children who aim to become
professionals start training with a coach from the age of two or three. J is now 12 years
old. From that mail, | was told that there is a principle difference between Japa—
nese—style training on batting and his American—style training.

Focus on the stitching of the ball.

It seems that batters are trained to be able to read the seams of a ball as it is thrown
to them. Pitchers throw balls at speeds of 90 or 100 mph. Professionals are trained to
recognize the seams of the ball, which is a godsend. However, there seems to be a
difference in the training of hitters between the two countries. In Japan, hitters are
trained to bat according to their physical strength and height, while in the U.S., hitters
are trained without regard to their physical strength and height. The point, he says, is
that “focus” is important. The key is to focus on the form of the ball so that you can
see the ball being thrown to you. This is the difference in batting between Japan and
the U.S. My friend said that this is the difference between Japanese and American
professional baseball players. He was also a college baseball player, so he knows
baseball. He says that he teaches them the best form to be able to see the pitch being
thrown, to bite on it and keep their eyes on it. The important thing here is to focus, to
keep your eyes on the ball, and to stay on the ball.

Mary's Focus

Once upon a time, when Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, he and his disciples
stayed at the home of two sisters, Mary and Martha. While Martha is busy entertaining
the guests, Mary is clinging to Jesus' feet, listening carefully to every word he speaks
so as not to miss a word. Martha is annoyed with Mary for listening to Jesus instead of
helping with the hospitality, and she complains to Jesus, “Lord, do You not care that
my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me. And Jesus
answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many
things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be
taken away from her.” (Luke 10:40-42) Focus!

Focus on how to live:

Last year, 2020, was an unprecedented year for the Corona disaster. In a nutshell, it
was the stress and frustration of being trapped in our homes, unable to do anything
with our free time. As a church, we encouraged people to use their homes as a place of
worship, but I don't think that was enough to deal with the situation. It is important for
each of us to have something meaningful to focus on.

What did Jesus teach Mary and Martha? It is a focused life, a selective life. A life
without choice, where we just let time take its course, can be a waste of life. Especially
in this time of pandemic, it is easy to become dizzy and lose precious time. Through the
story of Mary and Martha, Jesus Christ teaches us how to listen and focus on the word
of God. I pray that God will guide your life and bless you in the new year.
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