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“One good road leadg to another!”
- Judy Seki

The pipe organ is often called the king of instruments. Its magnificent sound
resonates through the air of cathedrals. The story of a woman with a 60—year
career alongside the pipe organ alone is worthy of a movie. Judy’s life is deeply
warm, as if she climbed each step of a staircase of sound. We listened to the
“story of sound” residing in Judy’s fingertips and heart.

Q: Could you tell us about your background and childhood memories?

“I was born Judy Giovanazzi in Burbank, California. I am the oldest of four girls,
and we are the fourth generation of Italian, Norwegian, and French immigrants.
When [ was ten years old, | had a friend from Hungary. She spoke English with me,
but Hungarian with her family; [ was amazed at how skillfully she switched
between languages! This experience sparked my dream of someday becoming
bilingual. That dream eventually led me to Japan.”

Q: I'd be delighted to hear about your journey to Japan and how you met Sunny.

“When I was in college, a family friend who was a Catholic priest in Yamagata
Prefecture visited my home. He told me about the possibility of living in Japan
while teaching English, and this lit a spark of hope within me. My majors at the
time were mathematics and English, but I decided that if I wanted to go to Japan,
[ should at least learn everyday conversation. So | took Japanese classes at
Pasadena City College and started working part—time as a teaching assistant to
save up for my trip.

I met Sunny 50 years ago. My roommate at Loyola—Marymount University was
Japanese, and Sunny, who was staying at her foster family's boarding house,
wanted to learn English conversation. That was how it started. As I talked with
him, my interest in Japan grew more and more, and his interest in America grew,
and that's how we inevitably became more acquainted. Around that time, my
priest friend recommended me to the director of YBU (Yoki Bokusha—no Undo, or
Good Shepherd Movement), and they hired me based on that recommendation. |
obtained a working visa, lived in an apartment for one year in Kyoto, and then one
year in Tokyo, and taught English to children and adults at the YBU English
Centers. | made a conscious effort to spend as much time as possible with
Japanese friends, going to the public bath together, taking classes in cooking,
sewing, and aikido, and becoming acquainted with Sunny's family.”

Q: Please share any memorable moments from your life in Japan where cultural
differences caused confusion, or conversely, led to delightful discoveries.

“The great things about Japan are punctuality, convenient transportation, and
delicious food. I was completely hooked on ekiben (station bento boxes), and I
started collecting the paper wrappers (I still have this collection today)! The
national character of “meiwaku—o kakenai, (intense awareness of not disturbing
the space and convenience of others) is wonderful. Some examples are not
infringing on others' space, speaking quietly, keeping music low so that others do
not hear it, and moving to the side of escalators to allow hurrying people to pass.
Manners like this are often not seen in America.

However, getting used to the social art of “honne and tatemae” (hiding one’s true
feelings) was and still is difficult. It has always been frustrating for me to have to
guess the other person's thoughts, and to read the hidden messages behind their
reactions. Sometimes, for example, rather than asking a simple question, it is
easier to take additional time to determine the answer myself. One favorable
aspect of American communication is that we are not afraid to strike casual
conversations with strangers, and this is one thing I always miss in Japan.”

Q: What was your journey to marriage like, and are there any stories after you
returned to the USA?

“We corresponded frequently by letter even while living apart internationally, and
then the topic of marriage came up during my short trip back home. We decided
to take this step, so | returned to Japan to complete my contract, and we got
married in my Tokyo parish church eight months later — after having been teach—
ing for almost two years. We waited two months (how long would that take
today?!) for Sunny’s green card, and returned to Los Angeles.

Our newlywed life began in a small apartment in Hollywood. With little savings and
a used Volkswagen, and as we were expecting our third child, my husband faced
the crisis of losing his steady profitable job as a magazine photographer for
Japan. Then the apartment manager told us that only two children were allowed,
so we were asked to move out. With income cut off and disaster looming, some—
thing unexpected happened.

I was scheduled to play for a wedding. Three days before, the bride contacted me
in a panic, asking if [ knew any wedding photographers, because her hired person
had cancelled! I told her “yes”, and Sunny's photography skills took on a new
dimension. This serendipitous event turned our fortunes around, and he went on
to become a highly successful, award-winning wedding photographer!”

The rest of the story is a heartwarming parenting drama depicting a mother's
struggles and love as she raises nine children. It's a feature that will lift your

spirits. —To be continued—
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The City of Irvine invites the community to llluminate Irvine
Saturday, December 6, from 3 to 8 p.m. at the Great Park
Palm Court Arts Complex. The event transforms the Palm
Court into a sparkling winter wonderland with twinkling
lights, festive music, and hands-on holiday fun for all ages.
Guests can experience live holiday music, photo-worthy
decorations, and festive games throughout the event.

www.cityofirvine.org
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The Irvine Animal Care Center invites the community to support the
annual Holiday Donation Drive from November 15 through January
15, 2026. Every gift, no matter the size, helps provide essential
medical care, safe shelter, and nurturing support to pets facing
difficult circumstances. By contributing, members of the community
play a vital role in helping animals heal, recover, and find loving
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The real winner of the World Series

S Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
i - official calendar. It began on 1 May

fT%elﬁmkle
Rerwa Era

This year's World Series (WS) reportedly drew a massive
audience of 20 million viewers. Yamamoto's pitching and
Ohtani's “two-way” play undoubtedly thrilled baseball fans
worldwide. They were the Dodgers' key players in their
back-to-back WS victories. Blue Jays fans sarcastically
dubbed it the “Canada vs Japan” WS and repeatedly heck-
led “Go back to Japan” during the games. Despite such
adversity, both responded with sportsmanship. Commenta-
tors praised their performances as historic in MLB history,
with the “Ohtani phenomenon” sweeping the league both
last year and this year. Aren't they two monumental figures
in baseball? American sports are fiercely competitive; within
that world, baseball skills are held in the highest regard, and
they are called historic figures.

Their presence commands immense admiration and influ-
ence beyond the mound—a testament to their character.
After games, Japanese baseball fans begin picking up dust
and paper scraps not just around their own stands, but
scattered throughout the entire stadium. This act is a won-
derful sight unseen in any other country. Ohtani is a serious
yet very approachable person. He is humble and easy to get
along with. He often stays after games to greet and encour-
age opposing pitchers or any player who wants to talk with
him. While this apparently goes against baseball tradition,
the manager seems to overlook it, saying, “That's just
Ohtani.”

Also, during this World Series, when Yamamoto faced off
against the powerful cleanup hitter Vladimir Guerrero Jr. in
the batter's box, he lightly lifted the brim of his cap with his

By Pastor: Toshio Maehara

2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

finger and gave a slight nod. This action, called a “hat tip,” is
said to be a gesture of gratitude and respect towards an
opponent.

Neither Yamamoto nor Ohtani were sending greetings from
a workplace free of jeers. Facing adversity, receiving boos
from fans, and being cursed with “Go home Japan,” they
straightened their collars and showed their refined charac-
ter and integrity without uttering a single complaint or
grievance. Their polished character and personality naturally
shone through.

Based on the stories of Mr. Ohtani and Mr. Yamamoto, |
would be delighted if you would read this passage from the
Bible:

"In your relationships with one another, have the same
mindset as Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality
with God something to be used to his own advantage; In
your relationships with one another, have the same mindset
as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something to be used to his own
advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself..."
(Philippians 2:5-11)

Let us welcome Christmas with the spirit of Hat Tipping
towards one another. | pray that the new year 2026 will be
blessed with good health for all of you.

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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Elegance and Grace

. AR ). § of Nibon Buyo

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026
1:30PM ~ 5:30PM

((a? 1 Elegance and Grace
-4 of Nibon Buyo JACCC Aratani Theatre
244 8. San Pedro St., Los Angeles, CA 90012

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026
1:30PM ~ 5:30PM

JACCC Aratani Theatre VIP $100
244 5. San Pedro St., Los Angn:les. CA90012 : <
Premium §$75 _
Student discount available for general seating

General $ 50 Promo code: student

Purchase tickets online at JACCC.org

Purchase tickets online at JACCC.org
YiP $100

Premium §75
Studem discount available i genersl seating
General $50 Pruano conde: studen

| Honerary Guest Artist from Japan

Bando Hideko Daughiee of the late Heagnaster Banda Mitsugoro IX Hon ora ry Guest Ar“stfram ;apan
Bando Hideko Daugiter of the late Headmaster Banda Mitsugoro IX
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Sweet Orange
Presents

Comic #12
Spider In The Night
By Makiko Watanabe

Culture R
CRASH

By
Makiko Watanabe

EZHITWVW3B!
[t'2 here somewhere!

Follow Culture Crash on
Instagram @
CultureCrash2025
www.BigDLittleD.net

BERQ,
He needs therapy.
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Brio Brio
N Bakery & Café
L& 2 Sandwich/Dring

No.70 Reported by CS

www.instagram.com, cneaplifeinoc/ (1 2AREZ5EH)
https:// cheaplifeinoc.com/ BEDELRIEIZEL
reported by CS
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Lake Forest Town Center
22681 Lake Forest Dr Ste A1A
Lake Forest, CA 92630
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Holiday Carnival at Anaheim Town Square

Anahelm November 30 12pm 3pm

Annual Newport Beach Christmas Boat Parade

Newport Beach/Newport Bay December 17-25
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VIDEO JAPAN Japanese Movies

1915 Carson St, Japanese Dramas

Torrance, CA, 90501 Japanese TV
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Hyper Games & Video Japan
1915 Carson St., Torrance, CA, 90501
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