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The Voice of

The best way

Renwa Fra

It has been 23 years since my family and | came to the
United States in 2000. Looking back, it seems both
long and short, but it has been a turbulent 23 years
both in the U.S. and in the world, as the terrorist
attacks occurred the year after we came to the U.S.

Before coming to the U.S., | was a pastor of a church in

Yokohama. It was a relatively large church in Japan,
and there were six pastors, including my wife and I.
We were the youngest pastors, but the oldest pastor
was 90 years old! The thing is that | pastored this
church in Yokohama for 7 years and then came to the
US.

The reason | came to the U.S. was that our
90-year-old pastor had gone to heaven. He had no
children, so he loved us very much, and we were able
to take care of him for the last time before he went to
heaven. After he passed away, it was time for us to
pause and think about our future as pastors. At that
time, one of our senior pastors said to me, "Mr. Saka-
kibara, you came to this church in Yokohama after

graduating from the seminary, why don't you take this

opportunity to have an overseas experience? There is
an opening at a church in Canada this coming spring,
so why don't you go to Canada for a year or two?” |
was asked to go to Canada for a year or two. Indeed,
we had been rushing around for seven years since

By Pastor: Nobu Sakakibara

Anda

Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
official calendar. It began on 1 May
2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

graduating from seminary, and we had only had expe-
rience at a large church. We accepted this as another
turning point given to us by God, and we immediately
went to a bookstore to buy a guidebook on Canada.
We were excited and said to ourselves, "Wow, it's a
beautiful place, isn't it wonderful?” But then | found
out that there were no vacancies in Canadian church-
es. Then | suddenly received a call from a church in the
U.S., and this is how | came to the U.S.

"for it is God who works in you to will and to act in
order to fulfill his good purpose.”

Bible: Philippians 2:13

Life is a strange thing. Few of us have lived our lives in
the way we wished. As | wrote about my trip to the
U.S., it was a case of a place | had wished for being
closed and a path being opened for me in an unex-

pected place.

In the biblical sense, this kind

ance. Things often don't work out the way we wish or
think they will, but God does rather do more than that.
He leads our lives from the best to the best and
beyond the best. If you can surrender to God, you will

find peace in your life.

of thing is called "guid-
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