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ainoco style Cugtom Bachi
- Greg Patswana

Meet Greg Matsuura, creator of the colorful custom—made Tsugaru Shamisen Bachi
(bachi) and shakuhachi and taiko player.

Born in Anaheim, USA. He grew up in Anaheim, California, watching his mother, who
loved handicrafts, and his father, who was very good at everything he did.

When he was graduating from high school, a friend's father was locking for a helper for
his auto repair shop. "I then took over the business and was busy running the store
for 40 years as an owner/auto mechanic, but [ wanted to spend more time in my
current position as a repellent (bachi) craftsman, so I closed the store in June 2019
and started making repellent in earnest. [t was a big decision to close the store
without my long—time customers, but with your warm support, | was able to take a
new step forward in my life.

I started playing the shamisen when | was approached by the Sasaki Kai when they
were loocking for a shakuhachi player who could play the shamisen and folk songs
together. Although I had no knowledge of the shamisen at the time, | was attracted to
the shamisen as an instrument and Master Sasaki's personality and wanted to learn to
play it myself. When I was a drummer at OCBC (Orange County Buddhist Church),
there was a small shakuhachi group consisting of several senior members, and |
wanted to learn to play the shakuhachi, which was given to me by my uncle. The
weekly shakuhachi class was a very enjoyable and meaningful time for me as a
teenager, not only because of the performance, but also because of the many stories |
heard from the members who had a wealth of life experience. I am grateful for the
many valuable lessons [ learned. [ started making plectrums when Master Sasaki
asked me after | joined the Sasaki Kai, "Can you make a smaller plectrum that would
fit a child's hand? Traditional plectrums are made of ivory or tortoiseshell, which are
not available in the U.S. because they are banned items under the Washington
Convention. When [ started practicing, | was using a bachi from the market, but it was
difficult for me to use because of its weight, length, and hardness (degree of flexing),
so | began to modify it to fit my own hand.

After making hundreds of plectrums through trial and error based on the opinions and
advice of Master Sasaki and other professional musicians in Japan, [ realized that not
only the weight, but also the feel of playing a plectrum with a different size, even by
just 0.1 mm, is different, and that the degree of flexing and thinness of the plectrum
tip has a significant effect on the sound. The balance between the piece, the string,
and the player's strength is also an important point. The world of sound is a very
delicate one, woven together by a variety of factors, and since it depends on each
person's tastes and music, I realized that it is not possible to determine a specific
sound in one way or another. Now that | am fascinated by the science of waves, [ am
devoting myself to responding to a wider range of requests. I am currently working on
a completely new style of colorful custom repellent using acrylics, but rather than
challenging traditional culture, I hope to be a bridge connecting traditional Japanese
culture to the rest of the world. I hear that the term “ainoko” is no longer used in
Japan because it is considered a discriminatory term, but I feel that “ainoco” fits well
to express my identity as a third—generation Japanese—American, which is not
Japanese and a little different from Americans. Born and raised in the U.S., “ainoco”
has the heart of a Japanese person whose ideas are in English, but who is attracted
to traditional Japanese culture, and wishes to be a “child of love” that incorporates
and connects the best aspects of both. A unigue custom plectrum for each individual
"anoco” is made by freely choosing the color, weight, and shininess to suit your own
plaving style.

I love Japanese traditional arts and culture. I think it is really wonderful. Sometimes
people say to me, “You are revolutionizing tradition,” but for myself, I am not trying to
challenge or change or compete with traditional materials, but rather to connect the
wonderful traditional arts of Japan to the next generation and make them more
accessible to people around the world. Traditional shamisen materials are almost
endangered and resources are limited. I understand that everyone feels the dilemma
of wanting to preserve the tradition without changing it as it is, and the sense of crisis
that it will disappear if nothing is done, and of course I myself feel the same way. |
would be happy if we could preserve the splendor of traditional sounds as much as
possible while making it easier for people to enjoy these traditional arts that have a
high threshold for popularity. The acrylic plectrums and pieces of “ainoco” are rich in
expression and multifaceted in sound flexibility, so I am proud to say that they can be
combined with other instruments and work well with Western music. They are easy to
record and adjust the balance of the sound through a microphone, and they are
colorful in appearance, so artists from all over the world who are active in various
genres are happy to use them.

Q: What is the appeal of the shamisen to Greg?

The shamisen, also known as the sangen, has only three strings and no frets like a
guitar, so it is an instrument that you play using your senses. | am attracted to the
shamisen because, despite its simple construction, it has a wide range of sounds and
can be played with great delicacy and variety of expression.

Q: Can you also make colored koto nails?

Creating koto nails in beautiful acrylic colors is another fun project. Both performers
and audience members are pleased with the bright, fun, and pleasant atmosphere. |
really enjoy the time [ spend making plectrums and pieces, thinking about the people
who will use them, but | also enjoy the challenge of special requests, creating some—
thing new, repairing something, looking for ideas on how to use something, or breath—
ing new life into something old.

The other day, a professional shamisen player from Japan asked us to make a piece
using 130-year—old sooty bamboo (bamboo taken from the ceiling of an old Japanese
house and smoked by the smoke from the hearth). The craftsman who handcrafted
the pieces in Japan had retired, and they were having trouble finding a place to
process them, so they were very pleased with my work.

Q: What advice would you give to the next generation from a maker of traditional
instrument tools?

I think the most difficult thing is to have confidence and to believe in yourself. [ myself
was like that. But how can we make this a reality? Is there a better way? What can |
do with this idea? I think it is important to “think” for yourself. And don't be afraid to
look for people who can support yvour dream. | am truly grateful to be blessed with
people who enjoy creating with me and who support my “ainoce” idea. | would like to
thank again all the supporters of “ainoco” from all over the world, from beginners to
professionals.”
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Make plans to
attend the City
of Irvine’ s
signature festival on Saturday, October 14, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
at Great Park in Irvine.

The 2023 Irvine Global Village Festival will celebrate 22
years of community fun. The annual festival incorporates
the best of Irvine’ s historic fall festivals to offer more
food, art, and music over a full day at Great Park.

Families will delight in an action—packed Kids Village with
crafts, interactive activities, and a petting zoo. Attendees of
all ages will enjoy local and global cuisine, a global
marketplace, music, art, and exhibits, all while attending
Orange County’ s premier festival.

On October 14, celebrate our multicultural community
through music, art, food, and funDEPARTMENT INFO
Community Services Department

1 Civic Center Plaza, 2nd Floor
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The Voice of

The best way

Renwa Fra

It has been 23 years since my family and | came to the
United States in 2000. Looking back, it seems both
long and short, but it has been a turbulent 23 years
both in the U.S. and in the world, as the terrorist
attacks occurred the year after we came to the U.S.

Before coming to the U.S., | was a pastor of a church in

Yokohama. It was a relatively large church in Japan,
and there were six pastors, including my wife and I.
We were the youngest pastors, but the oldest pastor
was 90 years old! The thing is that | pastored this
church in Yokohama for 7 years and then came to the
US.

The reason | came to the U.S. was that our
90-year-old pastor had gone to heaven. He had no
children, so he loved us very much, and we were able
to take care of him for the last time before he went to
heaven. After he passed away, it was time for us to
pause and think about our future as pastors. At that
time, one of our senior pastors said to me, "Mr. Saka-
kibara, you came to this church in Yokohama after

graduating from the seminary, why don't you take this

opportunity to have an overseas experience? There is
an opening at a church in Canada this coming spring,
so why don't you go to Canada for a year or two?” |
was asked to go to Canada for a year or two. Indeed,
we had been rushing around for seven years since

By Pastor: Nobu Sakakibara

Anda

Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
official calendar. It began on 1 May
2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

graduating from seminary, and we had only had expe-
rience at a large church. We accepted this as another
turning point given to us by God, and we immediately
went to a bookstore to buy a guidebook on Canada.
We were excited and said to ourselves, "Wow, it's a
beautiful place, isn't it wonderful?” But then | found
out that there were no vacancies in Canadian church-
es. Then | suddenly received a call from a church in the
U.S., and this is how | came to the U.S.

"for it is God who works in you to will and to act in
order to fulfill his good purpose.”

Bible: Philippians 2:13

Life is a strange thing. Few of us have lived our lives in
the way we wished. As | wrote about my trip to the
U.S., it was a case of a place | had wished for being
closed and a path being opened for me in an unex-

pected place.

In the biblical sense, this kind

ance. Things often don't work out the way we wish or
think they will, but God does rather do more than that.
He leads our lives from the best to the best and
beyond the best. If you can surrender to God, you will

find peace in your life.

of thing is called "guid-
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