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"Become what you aim to Ge."
-Ryo Jzutsu

What is your impression of tattoos?

Among tattoo artists in LA, we would like to introduce a rare tattoo artist, Suzu
san, who does Japanese traditional tattooing called “Wabori” (Japanese tattoo-
ing).

In Japan, tattooed people have existed since ancient times, for example, to
identify people engaged in dangerous occupations. Oct 31, 2021 - The U.S. Marine
Corps has allowed the use of tattoos on the sleeves of the arms and below the
knees, which had been banned since 2007. However, some designs were not
adopted.

Reason for coming to the U.S.?

"I wanted to study tattooing in the U.S., which is closer to tattooing than Japan. I
wanted to become a tattoo artist because | wanted to travel all over the world
without a language barrier. The license to become a tattoo artist in the U.S. is a
Body Art Program License, which requires several hours of study on the sanitary
aspects of tattooing, as well as the installation process. After that, you will take a
test.”

Difference between traditional and modern tattooing ?

"Traditional tattooing is a person’s way of life, preparedness, and culture.

On the other hand, fashionable tattoos have no roots, and people put what they
want at that time, just like buying clothes. Historically, tattoos have been used by
criminals, firemen, and sailors to identify themselves to their families in case of
death.

| am attracted to the fact that my goal as a tattoo artist is to be able to do it
without electricity, as long as | have a needle and ink. Although the machines
used today are quite advanced, | am told that tattoos done by hand remain more
beautiful in terms of the process of adding color. Tattoos are certainly closer to
the younger generation now than they were when we were young. | feel that a
hybrid is appropriate for this era, using new things quickly and using old things
well, without being particular about it. Still, I like old forms, so I would like to base
my work on tattoos that are done by hand.

In Los Angeles, tattoos have become a fashion item, and in recent years, | feel
that the number of young girls who can easily get tattoos on their faces has
increased considerably due to the influence of black rappers and musicians. On
the other hand, it is now possible to easily remove tattoos by paying money.
Although it is easy, it is said to be more painful than a tattoo because it is burned
by a laser. In Korea, there are more stores that remove tattoos than tatoo stores.
So, it is my opinion that it is better not to get a tattoo than to have it removed,
but I believe that tattoos require determination in life, and that sometimes they
can shape you. However, since we are in the USA, I think it is great to have fun
and just get something cool.”

There are countless artists in Los Angeles today. It is said that there are just
under 3,000 stores in California alone.

"I feel that in this day and age, we need to learn more about the old while

embracing the new. | am currently working on my own originality in design and
animation, as well as tattoos, on a daily basis. If people like my drawings, [ am
allowed to design drawings as well as tattoos,” says Suzu. The original drawings

he sent us were very cute with humorous animals.

Suzu continues his further research, “My goal is to become a full-fledged tattoo
artist by combining Japanese ukivo—e and foreign folkloric black designs and
tattooing them by hand without using a machine.

(Note) Wabori tattoo is a full-body tattoo with deep needles, while regular tattoos
are shallow needles with one—pointed patterns on the shoulders and ankles, or
fashionable ones such as in cartoons.

After the interview, | happened to meet a man at the mall who had the faces and
names of three lovely women tattooed on his arms. I jokingly asked him, “Are

He said that “They are my daughters
whom [ love very much. Thank you for asking.” He replied happily that he was
showing his love for his beloved daughters with the tattoos.

these three women your girl friends?”
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Ganbare! Japanese Athletes on
the World Stage
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October 16 — December 14,
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Mon—-Sat 12:00pm-6:00pm
Closed on Sundays & Holidays

Location:

The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles Hall

(5700 Wilshire Blvd.#100, Los Angeles, CA 90036)

Admission: FREE Inquiries 323-761-7510 jflainfo'at)jpf.go.jp
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> . . Reiwa is the current era of Japan's

The Voice Qf It's not the time to sum up your life yet. ANRR e el colendar: It began on 1 May

o By Bishop: Yuju Matsumoto 2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
mea Era ' : elder son, Narubhito, ascended the throne as

the 126th Emperor of Japan.

People grow over the years. On the long road of life, in the prime of his life at the age of 35. At that time, Mr.
we sometimes succeed and sometimes fail. We must ~ Yanai was beating his employees' increase sales and
not let our guard down even if it is smooth sailing, and  one day, most of the employees quit the company.

we must not be corrupted by adversity. In this life of From that day on, he did all the work himself, working

ours, both forward and backward circumstances are from early morning until late at night. Mr. Yanai later
actually valuable experiences. The days of hot sum- recalled, “l am the person | am today because of that
mers and cold winters may be hard and unbearable, experience.

but they too will pass in time. -
You don't know whether you have succeeded or failed

Kukai Kobo Daishi, the founder of Koyasan, said the until the very end. Even if you fail, you can correct the
following. mistake before it becomes irreversible.

“Ice that grows is not necessarily ice. When it enters Failure makes us angry, but if we give up there, all our
summer, it melts and pours." hard work will have been in vain. Turn failure into

energy to try again, and try again and again. As you
It means, “Failure is acceptable as long as it is not fatal. ~ correct and retry, you will surely find a breakthrough.
You will never know unless you try. It is useless to think Kobo-Daishi also left us the following words.
before you act. You just have to act and correct it,” said

Mr. Tadashi Yanai, chairman and president of Fast "A tree that becomes bald does not become bald
Retailing, which operates the UNIQLO brand that has ~ because it has been set in place. When spring comes, it
become a global brand. will flourish and bloom.”

Mr. Yanai's path to date has not been smooth. I've This means, "A tree in winter looks withered, but in
failed all my life,” he says. If | were to say that | have spring, when the conditions are right, it will bloom
won and lost, | would say that | have won one game beautifully. There is no success or failure in human life.
and lost nine. One win and nine losses means that his ~ There comes a time in every human being's life when
winning percentage is only 10%. luck opens up and flowers bloom. For that time, we

should work hard every day to firmly establish the roots
Mr. Yanai took over his father's company when he was  of life and be ready to jump.
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ULIPS IN HARMONY PRESENTS
SEASON OPENING CONCERT

TICKETS INFORMATION
TULIPSINHARMONY.OR

CONCERT

PERFORMED BY:
ANASTASIA M. MEGLIOLA (PIANO)
AWAYA-KAI (KOTO ENSEMBLE)

FINE WINDS (WINDS QUINTET)
MUSIC FAMILY &
KEIKO OKAMOTO FRIENDS (MIX CHAMBER)
NAOMI OZAWA (OBOE)
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