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“Tsugaru shamigsen with hakama™
- MiGe Penny
The first time [ heard Tsugaru shamisen player Mike Penny's pow—
erful bachi—wari performance was at a taiko concert given by a
Grammy Award winner. Thirteen years later, we asked Mike again
what inspired him to pursue music, and what his ambitions are for
the future.

Mike, from Valencia, California, was 9 years old when he picked up
his brother’s guitar for the first time, and it was then that he knew
he wanted to play an instrument and pursue a career in music. He
also wanted to play various kinds of music. From junior high school
to high school, he enjoyed playing trombone and percussion in the
school band with his friends, and playing guitar in a funk/rock band.

In 2004, when he was 18 years old, he attended his first World
Music Summer Camp in the forests of Northern California and was
struck by the sound of the Tsugaru Shamisen played by Kevin
Kmetz and his bachi work. He decided to study under Kevin, who
was born and raised in Japan and would later become his bandmate.

As Mike's playing skills improved, Kevin encouraged Mike to join
him on stage. In 2006, he won a prize at the annual international
Tsugaru shamisen competition, making him the second foreign
player in history to win the prize. After returning to Japan, he
received a scholarship from the Japan Foundation to study Tsugaru
shamisen in Tokyo for a year.

“As a touring performer, | joined several touring bands and spent
several years steadily giving shamisen lessons, which in retrospect
was a very valuable experience. The struggle to make a living as a
musician is a real one, but I am truly grateful for the many opportu—
nities | was given to make my own way in this niche and for Kevin
for making me aware of that path in the early days. To be honest, |
was not particularly interested in Japanese culture until [ saw Kevin
perform at a summer camp. But life is interesting,” laughs Mike.

In his performance life, what Mike has enjoyed most for the past 17
years is introducing other Americans to the traditional and beautiful
world of shamisen music, incorporating the unique features of
different styles, and playing music and writing songs on the sham—
isen while paying homage to the traditional technigues and beauty of
the instrument. He said. “I love Bulgarian folk music, and I find it
very fun and rewarding to adapt Bulgarian melodies to the instru—
ment using both traditional and non—traditional techniques.”

Recently, Mike has been performing in a variety of projects ranging
from a jazz combo (Red Eye 2 Tokyo) to a taiko drumming group
(East L.A. Taiko), but his main focus is the Mike Penny Orchestra
(MPO). MPO is Mike's studio/YouTube project, where he composes
for the shamisen that he himself wants to hear. MPO Bandcamp
page:http: //mikepennyorchestra.bandcamp.com/MPQO
YouTube channel: https: //www.youtube.com/mikepenny01

“The shamisen is a very expressive and fun instrument, and intro—
ducing it to people from different backgrounds and cultures here in
the U.S. is very rewarding and an honor. My goal is to do my part
here in L.A., through the shamisen, to help people understand each
other and bridge the cultural divide.”

Good Luck Mike! I'm rooting for you!
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NOBUO ANZAI: HOMAGE TO A NOMADIC STORYTELLER

Now - June 18, 2021

http://nobuoanzaihomage.joteva.com/
Artist Nobuo Anzai (1935-2019) was born and raised in Fukushima,
Japan. His lifelong journey began at age of 23 when he departed
from his hometown and immigrated to Brazil and served two years
as an farming contractor. Upon completing his obligation as a
farming contractor, he trained to become a sushi chef and opened
his first restaurant in Sdo Paulo, Brazil. Over the next 4 decades,

The Laguna Beach Art Festival July 5 — September 3, 2021
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The Laguna Beach Festival of Arts is a 501¢3 with a mission to promote, produce, and sponsor events
and activities that encourage the appreciation, study and performance of the arts. Throughout each

year the Festival of Arts sponsors art education programming, art exhibits and provides art
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Another similar case more recently coming from a major Japanese newspaper,
Sankei Shimbun, reported an incident with the massively popular app Tik Tok. On
September 9, 2020, the headline of the article read, “ Alleged Sexual Molestation of
11-year old girl over TIK TOK app, arrested 34-year old man.”

Apparently, the adult threatened and forced the child, whom he met through a video
posting on Tik Tok, to meet him at a hotel room, where he sexually molested her.
The man denied the allegation, but was arrested for previous rape allegations.

These cases are not few and far between, but in fact are becoming more and more
common, unfortunately, signifying a real epidemic that is impacting the entire world.

If you want to know more about how traffickers recruit children using social media,
check out our video from former Las Vegas Metro Vice Lieutenant Raymond Spen-
cer, which was filmed in 2017.

You can find the English version here: https://youtu.be/g6bT2s0WLBM

And the video with Japanese subtitles here: https://youtu.be/htyDrDhkiro
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New Hope Foundation International
Contact: Adia Lancaster

adia@nhfinternational.org for more information

Donate to: 316 E Bridger Ave, Suite 203 Las Vegas, NV 89101

or online at http://nhfinternational.org/give/
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Running father
By Pastor: €d Parg

There are many interesting stories in the Bible, but without knowing the culture
and background of the time when it was written, it is difficult to understand its
true meaning and hidden contents.

There is a famous parable that Jesus Christ told to illustrate how much God
loves us, the story of the prodigal son.

A father had two sons. The first son was a hard worker and obeyed his father
very well. The second son, however, did not listen to his father at all and thought
only of himself. One day, the second son told his father that he wanted to take
the property he was entitled to right away. In the past, it would have been an
insult to the father to do so. However, the father listened to the second son's
wish and gave him his share. The second son took all the money he received and
went to another country, where he lived a life of pleasure and eventually spent it
all. The relationships he built with his money fizzled out along with it, and there
was no one around to help him. He began to live a miserable life. One day, he
decided to return to his father's house.

The Bible says that the father “saw his son coming back from a distance and

ran.” Today, we think that the father, who had been waiting for his son’s return
every day, ran with joy at finding him. However, there are two other important

meanings hidden in this passage.

First, the father was running to protect his son. In those days, when a child who
did something like what this second son did returned to his town, if the local
people found him, they could stone him to death on the spot. He was killed as an
example so that the same thing would not happen again. So the father ran to
protect his son so that others would not find and kill him first.

The second is shame. In those days, when Jews ran, their clothes were hemmed
open to reveal their bare feet. It was considered shameful for Jewish men to show
their bare feet. That is why Jewish men in the past never ran. The culture of the
Middle East and Asia, including Israel, is a culture of shame. Even today, the
culture of this region is to choose death over shame. Even in such a culture, this
father cared more for his son than for his own shame. He ran for his own son.

I also have two sons. Their personalities and ways of thinking are different, but I
love and care for each of them.

God, our Heavenly Father, who created us, has such a deep love for us.

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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FE#S: Upto $30
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Yamame Restaurant

31441 Santa Margarita Pkwy,

Rancho Santa Margarita, CA
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La Vita Salon&Spa in Corona Del Mar, Orange County,

is a private and peaceful high-end sanctuary.

We are looking to fill 3 positions:

1) a licensed highly qualified English speaking Nail Technician
2) a someone for Eyelash Extensions,
3) a someone for Hair Extensions.
We work by Appointments only. Very well paid + tips.
Contact Mariella at (949)645-5607
Instagram: @LaVitaSalonSpa
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. E-mail: kaori@lasvegas-fudosan.com

- Website (English): www.mylasvegasdreamhome.com
- Website (Japanese): www.lasvegas-fudosan.com
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