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"Actor” as a way of Life
- Vaogcke Theda
Naoyuki lkeda came to the U.S. after 13 years of teaching in Japan as an English

teacher, a dream job that he will continue for the rest of his life. | asked him how
he came to be active as an actor in Hollywood, a completely different field.

“I came to Los Angeles in September 2009 and have lived here ever since. Before
that, I lived in Orlando, Florida for a yvear as a participant in a training program
right after | graduated from college in 1992. I had the opportunity to work in a
Japanese restaurant in the Japanese Pavilion at the Epcot Center in Disney
World. My roommates were German, Norwegian, French, etc. From this experi—
ence, | fell in love with working and living in an international environment in the
U.S. and began to think that one day I would like to live outside of Japan, in the
UU.S. or Europe.

After returning to Japan, | worked as an English teacher at a private junior and
senior high school in Nagoya from 1996 and at a public junior high school and
prefectural agricultural high school in Kagoshima from 2000. Teaching was my
dream job and I thought I would do it for the rest of my life. I thought I was
leading a fulfilling life in Kagoshima, getting married, teaching research classes,
participating in an English language study group selected by the prefecture,
teaching English as a volunteer in the community, being busy with club activities,
and working with students who did not fit in at school as an educational counsel—
or. Then one day in July 2008, I couldn't go to school anymore, and the hospital
Jjudged that I was suffering from depression, so | took a leave of absence, but
ended up getting divorced and resigning. The reason was very vague, there was
no specific event, | just felt that my heart could not keep up with my life and the
clock inside me had stopped. For some reason, | often went to funerals during this
period and thought about death. | decided that if | was going to die, | wanted to do
as many things [ had given up or left undone as possible, so | chose to become an
actor in Hollywood, which had been my dream since childhood, and came to Los
Angeles.

I came to Los Angeles after suffering from depression, but I always had a smol—
dering desire to live abroad in the U.S. or Europe. At that time, | couldn't imagine
myself in the teaching profession, and I didn't see any reason to live. At that time,
I decided to attend the wedding of my Norwegian roommate with my German
roommate. When I traveled to Germany, Norway, Switzerland, and Italy, the world
was still wide open, and the endless blue skies, picturesque clouds, historic cities,
and cultures made me want to see and know more about the world and live in
more ways. Also, through many coincidences, | joined an entertainment production
company in Kagoshima, took acting lessons, and when I found my way to act in
the U.S., | found myself standing in Los Angeles six months later, as if guided by a
guide.

I am currently the director of the Japan Film Festival Los Angeles, theater
management of the Asian World Film Festival, and in charge of Japan, in addition
to acting. My acting career is mainly in films, and thanks to my experience, | have
been able to play roles with dialogue more often, and | received the Best
Supporting Actor Award in 2019 and the Best Actor Award in 2021. As a director,
I am also involved in the overall management of the Japanese Film Festival, and |
am trying to keep the light of Japanese film alive here in Los Angeles by taking on
new challenges every year, focusing on films that have significance and messages
to be shown, and starting in 2021, I will be running the festival in a hybrid format
of online and theater. From 2021, we are operating a hybrid online and theater film
festival.

I am now the only Japanese member of the festival's steering committee, and |
am making efforts to screen higher quality films, especially those that will be
submitted to the Oscar Awards and Golden Globe Awards from other Asian
countries.

Advice to future generations

In this day and age, it is now possible to live the life you want to live, to live your
dreams and adventures, rather than a life of hardship and endurance. What do you
like? What makes you happy? We live in an age where we can make choices. Try
to find reasons why you can do something instead of looking for reasons why vou
can't. Try to live honestly with your own thoughts and feelings without being
misled by other people’s opinions. | hope you will enjoy failure and take great
action.

Autumn Film Festival Information

This year's Japanese Film Festival in Los Angeles is scheduled for online world
streaming from September 1-13 and theater screenings from September 15-17.
For more information, please visit the festival website: http://jffla.org/

Asian World Film Festival will have theater screenings from 11/8-17.

For more information, please visit the HP: https://asianworldfilmfest.org/

Advice for aspiring Hollywood actors

I believe that acting is a way of life. How have you lived your life up to now? How
will you live your life from now on? The choice is yours. What kind of place is
Hollywood? What do yvou need to live there? It is not a matter of technigue, but
there are a number of specific hurdles that must be cleared. I think the only way
is to keep challenging yvourself and not give up until the end. The answer is very
simple. Will you do it? Or not to do it? Which will you choose? I will do it!”
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"Woman"

% a Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
T official calendar. It began on 1 May

The Voice of
Renwa Era

From Joyo-Jikai (& B =##) (Heibonsha), the character for
"woman" is "the form of a kneeling woman. The hands
are folded in front of her as if she is reverently worshiping
a sacred place.”. This book was written by Shizuka Shi-
rakawa, a leading kanji scholar and professor emeritus at
Ritsumeikan University, and is a very enjoyable read.

The character for "person" is based on the shape of a
human being with knees slightly bent, as seen from the
side. The character "man" is written side by side with the
character "Ashi-hen," which expresses the posture of a
person walking, and the character "Gyo-ninben," which
means "road," to form the character "{£"(follow). Further-
more, when "Man" and "Man" are added in opposite
directions, the character "&" was created, meaning
"person to person back to back. Kanji characters are very
interesting.

In her book, poet Motoko Michiura says, "The character
for ‘woman’' drawn by Shizuka Shirakawa, with three
gentle lines beautifully intersecting, looks like a woman's
prayer itself. | have never had a liking for characters with
a feminine bias, such as "mother-in-law (&)" and
"woman (&) ," but his story inspired me to think about
the moment when the character for "woman (Zz) " was
created, and | felt like | wanted to lay my hands on it and
imitate the figure of a woman praying.”

In light of this, it can be said that women have a figure
more suitable for praying than men. The posture of
prayer is inevitably pious. In other words, they are pious.

By Bishop: Yuju Matsumoto

2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

On the other hand, men cultivate rice paddies, so it is
quite natural for them to be practical and conceptual.

It is often said that "women are practical," but women are
more religious. At the very least, they are able to express
their feelings of prayer and reverence for the gods and
Buddha more honestly than men. | think it is wonderful
that this reverence is directly expressed in the character
for "woman.

In Buddhism, women are said to have five obstacles, and
there was a belief that even if a woman practiced Bud-
dhism, she could not become () a Brahma, @ a Taisha-
kuten, @ a Maoh, @ a Tenrinohjo, or & a Buddha. The
idea was that in order to become a Buddha, one must be
reborn as a man and then attain Buddhahood. It is unde-
niable that this idea has promoted discrimination against
women.

However, there are in fact many examples of women who
have been outstanding religious figures, and it is also true
that the maternal nature of women is directly explained
as "the compassion of the Buddha.

Many women are among the leaders of the modern
world. Former British Prime Minister Thatcher, former
German Chancellor Merkel, former Taiwanese Prime Min-
ister Tsai Ing-wen, Mother Teresa of India, and many other
women are active as leaders in all fields and are leading
people. Such people are called Bodhisattvas in Buddhism.

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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