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Matking Japan's Figheries Indugtry the Proudegt in the World
- Kazuma Vamasai

Mr. Yamasaki is the son of a 200-year-old fishing business owner on Awaji Island
and is the seventh generation. He is the president of Chota Suisan. He is a
self-proclaimed “ficherman”™ who is also an enthusiastic researcher. | asked him
about his diverse experiences, including his aspirations to become a politician as
well as a fisherman, and his training at Yoshimoto Performing Arts Academy

Q: What was your childhood experience in your hometown on Awaji Island, Hyvogo
Prefecture?

“My father told me. “You can be a fisherman anytime you want, so do what yvou
like.” I was a child who thought about making peocple laugh and how to make them
laugh. Politics and what | learned at Yoshimoto Performing Arts Academy seem
to have nothing to do with the fishing industry, but they have all been useful to
me in my work and in serving customers.”

Q: Your experience ragarding fishing

“When | was three years old, 1 almost died when I fell into a gap in a tetrapod and
drowned while abalone fishing with my father. In the first grade of slementary
school, [ was fishing buckets full of sardines and mackerel in the sea in front of
my house. | boarded a new ship for the first time at its launching ceremony and
was amazed al how fast the ship was. In my second year of junior high scheol, 1
fished for crappie and took 10 baskets of the stuff that cost 30,000 to 40,000 yen
each. In my second yvear of high schoeol. I caught a large gquantity of ikanago, and
experienced the pleasure of eating freshly caught ikanago cooked in soy sauce on
the beach, an experience that only happened because | grew up on Awaji Island.”

Q: When did you decide to become a fisherman?

“1 learned to fish here by working part—time at the fishery cooperative as an
ikanago fisherman.

When | was 20 years old, | was impressed by the large number of fish that could
be caught in the ocean, which could not be sean froem tha boat, by pulling a large
net called a funabiki net with two boats, and there | became fascinated by
fishermen.

When | was 21, I went fishing for swordfish alone on a typhoon day, and on the
way back | almost died again in a big wave.”

Q: Why did vou risk the boat during a typhoon?

“It was because during typhoons, the fish were often in large numbers because
they were all in one place. | also experienced near—death experiences when [ was
stranded. | fell asleep on the way back from an lkanage fishing trip and ran
aground in Kurosaki, Awaji Island. | swam with a rope from the stranding site to
the boat offshore in 46.47 F water, but | could not move and nearly died from
hypotharmia

When | was 25 years old, | built a new carrier. | rascarched fishery detection
systems, and developed a method to detect fish by using a fishing deteclor that
could respond even at a speed ol 20 knots per hour. | developed a method of

attaching barrels to the bay and replacing the barrels in one—meter increments, as

well as a method of enlarging the fine details of the crape net to make it easier
for the boat to pass

The daily landings have reached a record high of $ 96K since the establishment
of the company, compared te $ 40K until now.

I have studied the tidal currents in the Akashi Straits and have found that the
tidal currents are said to be the first and last of their kind, and that the tide that
was there that day will never be there again, but based on many vears of data, |
have found tidal currents that are 99% close to that. Thanks to this, the Akashi
Strait is said to be the best place in Osaka Bay for milt and squid roe opera
tions.”

Q: What motivated vou to become a politician?

“l was 25 years old when I ran for politics to see what I could do for the fishing
industry. Fishing is an industry where yvou make money by landing vour own fish,
while those around vou do not. Therefore, almost evervone operates only for
themselves. Sometimes, they even interfere with others in order to land their own
fish, regardless of whether it interferes with others or not. [ thought that if I
became a politician, I could improve such bad aspects of the fishing industry and
halp it prosper. But that was a dream, Everyone was only concerned about their
own landings and their own income, and did not think about making the industry
prosper, or rather. it is correct Lo say that they could not do so. | saw my own
lack of power and the reality of the world, and at the age of 28, | retired from
politics.”

Q: What have you done since quitting politics?

"I wanted to learn how to add value and sell my products, so | started a seafood
wholesale business. | decided to wholesale only fish from my hometown, lwava
Port on Awaji Island. and [ ate and studied the taste of all kinds of fish that were
landed. I studied the transportation of live fish to the local market, water quality.
temperature range, salinity, and water flow to ensure that the fish are not
stressed

Fresh fish is fish that is not mass—produced and mass—distributed, and is fresh
from the moment it is caught to the moment it is consumed. It simply comes
down Lo whether or not yvou can provide simple, raw fish that tastes good to
people who know how to handle fish.

Freshly caught fish is good, but the way yvou manage it and your knowledge can
make all the difference. So it comes down to whather it is distributed by knowl-—
edgeable people who know how to manage it.”

Q: What was yvour motivation for starting the restaurant, and what makes it
different from other restaurants in LA?

“The fundamental motivation was to learn about production, distribution, and
sales. The concept is to create an environment where people can enjoy the best
fish anytime, anywhere. Based on my experience and knowledge of all aspects of
fish, I am pursuing ways Lo make fish simple, attractive, and delicious. | am
improving the guality of our fish by far. I mainly ship directly from the place of
production.

I travaeled around Asia for training, but 1 felt that althouph | could teach, there was
nothing to learn, and that [ would not be able to learn about the future prosperity
of the Japanese fishing industry. so I came to the United States, where the
fishing industry is advanced. After the pandemic, I needed to stay in Los Angeles
to learn about fishing and markeling, so | decided to start a sushi restaurant and
fish shop from the perspective of learning marketing.”

At Fisherman's Table Yamasaki, the chawanmushi (steamed egg custard) and
soup are lavishly prepared with dashi made from sea bream. The sashimi was
fresher than that of any other restaurant. It was a comfortable restaurant where
vou could enjoy the explanation of the sushi served over the counter and the
conversation with the owner Mr.Yamasaki,
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KSCA 3rd Bazaar Announcement Article

KSCA's 3rd Bazaar to be held in COSTA MESA, Orange County, May 26th

Koreisha Senior Care & Advocacy (KSCA, website www.koreishasca.org)
has been working to rebuild a nonprofit nursing home where the
well-to-do and the less-fortunate can live safely and receive quality care
in an environment free of bad odors and pressure ulcers. To raise funds
for that purpose, KSCA will hold its 3rd Annual Bazaar, of which details
are listed below.

KSCA seeks to hold its annual bazaar in a location with a sizable Nikkei
community. Last year, it was held in Pasadena with a huge success. This
year, KSCA has decided to hold it in Costa Mesa, Orange County, at the
Newport Beach Higashi Honganji Temple. Its main minister, Rev. Shigeo
Nagayama, has generously offered to let KSCA use the temple rent-free.

KSCA hopes that members of Southern California’s various communities
will turn out in large numbers for this charitable and worthwhile event.

Time: May 26,2024 (Sunday of Memorial Day weekend)
From 11 amto4 pm

Place: Newport Beach Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple
254 Victoria Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Parking: Free

For more information, please call Kenji Irie (213-200-2391),
Kyoko Watanabe (213-572-7743), Rieko Johnson (310-245-2958),
Masano Seo (626-657-6436 Please leave your message)

If you would like to donate merchandise to be sold at the bazaar, please
bring them to the temple on Saturday, May 25, from 2 to 4 pm.

(Please tie a price-tag on each one of merchandize begore bringing
them in)
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Living up to your goals

% -~ Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
official calendar. It began on 1 May

The Voice of
Rewa Era

"Hey hey turtles, turtles, there is no one in the
world who walks as slowly as you do." )

| am sure that everyone reading this article feels
the same way about this nostalgic nursery rhyme
that | sang as a child.

Needless to say, this nursery rhyme is based on a
children's story called "The Tortoise and the Hare."
The tortoise walks slowly and the hare jumps around.
If they were to play a game of fetch, it would be
obvious who would win. The tortoise is still challeng-
ing the hare to a game, but the hare is relaxed. Even
in the middle of the game, the hare would doze off
in the middle of the game. The tortoise, however,
kept on going, and in the end, the tortoise reached
the goal first.

Why was the slow-footed tortoise able to defeat
the agile hare? | think it was not only because of the
hare's pride or carelessness. | think it was what the
tortoise was watching, and that is where the secret
of victory lay. If the tortoise had only been concerned
about the hare, he would have thought, "Oh, there is
no way | can win," and would have given up from the
beginning. But what the tortoise was looking for was
not the hare, but the goal. No matter how fast the

By Pastor: Nobu Sakakibara

2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

hare was, or whether he dozed off or not, it did not
matter to the tortoise. The tortoise just kept going
straight to the goal. | believe that this was the reason
for his victory.

From this famous story, we can think about each
other's lives. What are we striving for in our lives? | -
think that we tend to be distracted by what is going
on around us. We are so preoccupied with who else,
what else, and various other things that we lose sight
of what is truly important.

Bible: "Those who look to him are radiant; their faces
are never covered with shame." Psalm 34:5.

We cannot live without relationships. Therefore, it
is natural to be concerned about who we are. Also,
we cannot live on haze, so it is natural to be con-
cerned about our daily lives. But if we allow our minds
to be absorbed by these things alone, | believe we
will lose what is vital.

The Bible tells us that we can gain light in our lives
when we look at what we need to see and firmly
focus on what we should aim for. The true God
enriches your life, clarifies your purpose, and gives
you the power to live.

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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