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The revergion of Okinawa
- Samucl Kitamura

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the reversion of Okinawa to the
mainland in 1972 after 27 years of U.S. military rule following World War II.
Samuel Kitamura, 95, a Hawaiian-born second-generation Japanese Ameri-
can living in Torrance, spent six years of his youth and 13 years before
Okinawa's reversion to Japan as an employee of the U.S. civil government in
Okinawa, and is a living witness to the various events surrounding the
historic reversion. After the reversion of Okinawa to Japan, he was trans-

ferred to Zama Army Base as the Director of Community Relations for the U.S.

Army Honshu Headquarters. At the end of 2000, he returned to the U.S. after
a 41-year career as a government official.

Mr. Kitamura was born in Hawaii in 1927. He was involved in Okinawa for two
reasons. His father was posted to Naha as a Christian missionary, and as a
member of the family, he spent six years as a boy in Okinawa, which left a
positive impression on him. In addition, his uncle, Dr. Hiyane, was a religious
S(t:]hl?jlﬁr frgm Okinawa, so he had a strong sense of affinity with Okinawa from
childhood.

Six months before the outbreak of the Japan-US War, his father was trans-
ferred from Okinawa to a church in Nagoya and left the island. He later
graduated from the Nagoya Institute of Technology and returned to his
native Hawaii in 1950, serving in the Army for two years before returning to
the University of Hawaii to earn his B.A. and M.A. degrees. While in the
master's program, he met the President of the University of the R%ukyu and
was blessed with favorable conditions that allowed him to teach English at
the University of the Ryukyu and continue his research on the Okinawan
dialect as a foreign exchange student, so he moved to Okinawa after gradua-
tion. His research on Ryukyu dialect as the first foreign student at the Univer-
sity of the Rﬁuk%ru was featured in the "Ryukyu Shimpo" newspaper, and the
article caught the attention of the US Civil Administration of the Ryukyu
Islanld, which hired him as a US Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Island
employee.

After the war, the U.S. military built military bases in Okinawa that is said to
be the largest in the Far East. The main reason the U.S. needed Okinawa was
to maintain the strategic advantage of the U.S. military base, and the mission
of the civil government was to minimize friction with the Okinawan people
in order to guarantee 100% utility of the base. Human rights were never
equal. Criminal scandals caused by the presence of U.S. military bases were a
source of concern for both Japan and the United States. It was unfortunate
that some Okinawan victims were not always satisfied with the outcome of
trials based on the Status of Forces Agreement.

Therefore, in order to ease the friction between the U.S. military and the
residents and to help them understand the benefits of being under U.S.
administration, the civil government created the Bank of the Ryukyu and the
Electric Power Corporation, improved infrastructure, operated the
Ryukyu-U.S. Cultural Centers and opened it to Okinawan residents to provide
a variety of cultural services. In 1964, during the Tokyo Olympics, the torch
relay around the main island of Okinawa was held, and | was thrilled to see
American soldiers accompanying the Okinawan runners around the U.S.
military bases in Kadena and Henoko. | was deeply moved.

Everyone thought that the U.S. military would not readily return the
Keystone of the Pacific, which it had won at great cost, to the U.S. side.
However, the reversion of Okinawa came much sooner than expected. This
may have been due in part to the advice of a group of scholars close to the
U.S. president. Mr. Kitamura worked for the civil government under the High
Commissioner from 1959 until May 1972, when Okinawa was returned to
Japan. He attended important meetings between successive High Commis-
sioners and Ryukyuan and U.S. officials, including the Chief Executive of the
Ryukyu Government, as an interpreter and helped translate decrees and
proclamations. One of the most memorable moments for me was witnessing
the final farewell between High Commissioner Lampert and Chief Executive
Chobyo Yara at Kadena Air Base on the eve of the reversion of Okinawa to
Japan. | still vividly remember that historic moment. High Commissioner
Lampert held out his hand to Chief Executive Yara, and the two held each
other's hands tightly. It was around midnight on May 15, 1972, when the
Stars and Stripes flag was lowered and the Japanese Sun flag began to fly
over Kadena Air Base.

Mr. Kitamura has seen the process of the reversion of Okinawa to Japan and
the various feelings of the Okinawan people toward the reversion to their
homeland. There was the question of whether the reversion would be
positive or negative for the future of the Okinawan people. There were quite
a few residents who sent direct appeals to the High commissioner opposing
the reversion. There were also some who openly wrote in the newspapers in
opposition to the reversion. The Okinawan people had mixed feelings about
the reversion to their homeland, with pride in having been an independent
nation in the past, a sense of victimhood amplified by the historical process
of being incorporated into the Meiji government, and an unshakeable
distrust of the mainland. Even if the U.S. had tried to administer good
government for the Okinawan Eeople, it would not have been able to
change their minds. When the Reversion Council began to function actively,
there was a strange sight of both the Japan flag andthe Red flag fluttering’in
the air. What is it about Okinawa that has been overshadowed by the
rising-sun flag since its reversion to Japan? If the reversion had been delayed,
it is likely that there would have been more friction between the U.S. military,
as the g'?verning authority, and the residents of Okinawa, as the governed.
Throughout the history of the world, there have been no examples of a
victorious nation beinc_? able to maintain the rule of a defeated nation or a
colonial ruler being able to maintain the rule of a colonial population for a
long period of time. The reality of the reversion to Japan was that the Japa-
nese government pledged to the U.S. to keep the bases on the same level as
those on the mainland, and the U.S., in return for the bases remaining in
Okinawa, relinquished its headache of the base problem to the mainland
government, thus creating a win-win situation.

Although U.S. military bases remain after the reversion, the strategic value of
Okinawa's bases remains high considering the international situation
surrounding Japan 50 years ago and the current threats to Taiwan and the
Senkaku Islands from the Chinese threat and other factors. As such, Okinawa
will remain "The Keystone of the Pacific" for US interested in international
affairs and US-Japan security. Mr. Kitamura concluded his talk by saying that
in light of the many historical events, he is concerned about what will
happen to the Okinawan people in the future.

While listening to Mr. Kitamura, | was reminded of Samuel Ullman's poem,
"What is Youtﬁ?

... Youth is not a period of life, but a phase of the mind...
... One does not grow old just because one grows older...
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New Hope Foundation International was established as a nonprofit organization in
1995 in Los Angeles. Our founder, Mr. Richard Fujita, is from Kagoshima Japan. The
main issue we have been focusing on is the human rights crime of human trafficking
in Las Vegas stressing the importance of prevention through the means of education.

Will you help us with the fight against human trafficking?
If so, there are three things you can do:

1) You can take our free online course titled “Freedom Fighter Intro Course” to get
you up to speed on the basics of human trafficking. Visit https://www.nhfinterna-
tional.org/learn to register today.

2) You can share our videos via your social media, with friends and family to keep
them informed regarding human trafficking. Visit our YouTube Channel to start
sharing today - https://www.youtube.com/c/NewHopeFoundationInternational.

3) We of course welcome financial donations to contribute towards our ongoing
educational efforts as well. You can make your donations by visiting our website at
https://www.nhfinternational.org/.

New Hope Foundation Internationalid., 1995FIC O )V ATIEEH|AEE LTHRITNEL
e BIEEDFr— FEBERTARBRERUSTI. BN ERTETTVSELRREIR &
BFRICLAFHOEEHEBRATZ2IANHATOAZTED AMEIEE T,

ABFREEDRVEFCOTNELAD?
LLZOGEL. BERNATEDIDDTLELNBYET:

DIZV—ZLITFAR—A 2 FOD—RIEVDIZA MNVOERA VS I—AEZEBLT AS
REOEKAEEETSTEHNTEET, https://www.nhfinternational.org/learn

DY—=2% IV ATATENLTEAPEKEEETAEHEB L ABTEICEATSIEREEHR TS
EHTEZT, https: //www.youtube.com/c/NewHopeFoundationInternational.

) EBAA BN GHE ERCOLER T 2THOFMNEEEDLE T, https://www.nhfinter-
national.org/ TR e EDUTTH A MG T AT LTI THETEDFNETEHTEN TEFT.

New Hope Foundation International
Contact: Adia Lancaster

adia@nhfinternational.org for more information

Donate to: 316 E Bridger Ave, Suite 203 Las Vegas, NV 89101
or online at http://nhfinternational.org/give/

Sweet Orange works hard for you!
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The Messengers

$ - Reiwa is the current era of Japan's
; official calendar. It began on I May

The Voice of
Renwa ra

" Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and |
will give you rest. " (Matthew 11:28)

| was born in Hokkaido, Japan, and when | was 18 years
old at a preparatory school, | visited an American home
to learn to speak English. | never dreamed that it would
be the catalyst that would change my life forever. The
American was a Christian missionary, and he took me to
church and talked about the Bible. My family is Buddhist,
so | was not at all interested when he took me to church. |
just listened and imitated the English spoken by Ameri-
can children. Interestingly, | was surprised to see young
people singing on guitars in that church.

| have loved music since | was a little, singing in the
orchestra club in junior high school and in the choir club
in high school. | also started playing the guitar after "The
Beatles" became popular, so | used to bring my guitar to
church and play along with them and let them listen to
Beatles songs. (At that time, if someone had said to me,
"This is a church, so don't sing that song!" | would have
stopped going to church.) At first | thought, "There is no
God! We have Buddhism in Japan!" But as | looked at
these Christians, | wondered, "Why are these Christians
always smiling like that?" | wondered, "Why do Christians
always smile so much?" The hymns and gospel songs
they sang were somehow different from the ones | had
been singing, although | did not understand the mean-
ing. "Why is it that when | listen to them, | feel strangely
comforted?" | began to wonder. | had been living freely

By Rev: Vasukiro Oda

2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

up to that point, but in my heart | was wondering, "What
is the purpose of my life? How long will | continue to live
this joyless, empty life?" | was troubled. Then one day, |
suddenly heard the words of Christ at the beginning of
the missionary's speech, and | decided, "l will believe in
Christ and live!" And sure enough, my life was changed.
Although | knew nothing about the Bible, | am very glad
that | became a Christian at that time.

| graduated from college with a degree in English litera-
ture with the intention of becoming an English teacher,
but a missionary told me, "Anyone can be an English
teacher. You should become a gospel singer!" In 1974, |
studied vocal music at the Grand Rapids School of the
Bible and Music in Grand Rapids, Michigan. After return-
ing to Japan, | formed "The Messengers," the first gospel
music band in Japan, and began performing at churches
and schools throughout Japan. They became friends with
Mickey Yoshino and Steve Fox of "Godiego," who became
famous in Japan in the 1980s, and spent many happy
days performing and recording together. While evange-
lizing, many young people began coming to church, and
it was around this time that drums and guitars began to
be used in Japanese churches.

In 1989, | moved to the U.S. again with my family to study
at the Talbot Seminary of Biola University in La Mirada
City. I sing as a gospel singer and am now a grandfather
with six grandchildren!

Advertisement? Ask Sweet Orange Monthly Magazine! Best Price for you!
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Rest cn Peace

Shinzo Abe

_ Japan's
B former Prime Minister

e 1954-2022
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