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Suzuki K Photography 774 v LA b
https://suzukikphotography.com/
Instagram: @suzuki_k_photography

(Interview:Toshiko Okawa X JII 81F)
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J Want to Bring Out the Charm of my Subject to the Fullest.
-Kaori Suzuki

This is a description of the career and life activities of Kaori Suzuki, a very active photog—
rapher in Los Angeles whose photo jobs include shooting Hollywood' s biggest stars and a

poster for Yoshiki, who started a world tour in October.
Q: Can you describe your early life and how you chose the photography career?

“My father died when | was 3 years old, and [ grew up in a single-mother home and initially
had no idea about photography. When I was in elementary school, my mother remarried and
my stepfather gave me a camera as a gift, which | started using to take pictures of nature
scenes, pets, and other familial things. In highschool, | joined a photography club and
became more fascinated by the art of photography. After watching an art documentary
about the life and career of female photographer Yoshino Oishi, I entered the her alma
mater Nihon Universtiy College of Art. Upon graduation, I worked hard to become a
photographer and after employment as a staff photographer for a fashion advertising
company, | became an independent freelance photographer in Tokyo. (Note: Yoshino QOishi

is a documentary photographer who continues to capture images of war around the world.”
Q: What motivated you to come to the U.S.?

“I met my future husband, Gene Shibuya, in Tokyo and we eventually married in 2001. He
initially moved back to his home country to prepare our future home, and I planned to join
him after preparing my move overseas. | had a very busy freelance photography life in
Tokyo and needed time to wrap up my career activities in Japan while in a long—distance
relationship for roughly 2 years before moving. When I first landed, I called American
magazines and started marketing, facing many challenges. When [ was working in Tokyo, [
was used to calling a sales target and someone would meet me. However in America, | was
requested to drop off my portfolio (a collection of my photos), and I felt the harshness of
not being asked to meet later. Another challenge is that my name “Kaori” is hard for
Americans to pronounce and remember, so introduced myself as “Suzuki.” 1 also changed
my website to “Suzuki K Photography,” and my clients called me “Suzuki.” My English was
not very good, and my husband Gene supported me in many important situations and we

grew our work together. ”

Q: There are many professional photographers in Hollywood. What is the secret of your
popularity?

“Hollywood actors, especially male actors, are very reluctant to be photographed. Many of
them seem to be uncomfortable with the posing for a photo shoot, which is a completely
different from acting a role in front of a film camera. Therefore, | make sure to be very
efficient and shoot in a short time period while taking high quality photos. | preplan the
lighting and composition, and I normally spend 3 to 4 hours preparing the lighting and shoot
3 to 4 different background patterns in 5 to 10 minutes. The celebrity subjects often are
impressed and happy with the efficiency of my photo sessions, and the film company
representatives and actor publicists love the quality of the photos taken in such a short

time during their busy publicity days.”
Q: Do you have to be careful when you request poses for big stars?

“It was guite different from when | was shooting actors in Japan, so | was a bit confused
at first. Japanese actors are more active and vocal during their photo shoots and we often
chat during the session. With Hollywood actors, no matter how famous they are, | have to
take the lead during the 5 to 10 minutes of the photo shoot and idle chatter is frowned
upon by the publicist. Hollywood actors feel more at ease when directed, and respond to
your request. On the other hand, if you are hesitant to give instructions, they will start to
get frustrated. The actor has complete trust in me, the photographer, and he or she will
leave themselves in my hands during the shoot. In contrast for example, a famous Japa—
nese actress once told me to stop instructing her to pose, and that’ s the big difference
between Japan and Hollywood.”

Q: Can you tell us about any particularly memorable shoots you have worked on?

“I was very happy when one day | was suddenly contacted by Warner Bros Pictures
Headquarters in the U.S. and told, “Johnny Depp requested me personally for a photo
shoot in Venice, Italy. Johnny said he remembered me from three shoots for a film
distributor client and was very happy with my shooting style. It was such an honor to be
handpicked by a celebrity to photograph them because the film distributor is most often
the hiring person for photographers. When [ photographed Clint Eastwood, he praised my
work and commented to his representative, "l like Suzuki — she knows exactly what she
which the film rep was very happy to report to me. | think he appreciated my solid
approach and precise directions and how | took several different types of high—quality
images of him in a short period of time. | treasure this praise from a filmmaking legend, who

wants,”

is an amazing artist, actor, and film director.”

Q: Is there a difference between shooting in Japan and shooting in the U.S., or is there
anything in particular that you have to pay attention to when shooting actors and models?

“For Hollywood actors, it is necessary for the photographer to lead the shoot properly and
take high guality photos in a short period of time with good preplanning. When communi—
cating with American clients, | explain everything clearly. Many Japanese actors are
particular about posing for photo shoots and have their own personal and unique artistic
view, so it often works better to let the subject decided the posing and shooting time
based on their moods. Also, professional models know how to pose professionally, so |
often leave the posing to the model. For shoots with general private clients, they are
unfamiliar with photo shoots, so | approach the shoots by trying to make the subject as
comfortable as possible initially to bring out their natural expressions. | converse a lot and
create a relaxing mood throughout the shoot. When I direct the subject, | suggest poses
that are natural, using gentle and conversational language to maintain a great mood during
the shoot.”

Photographer Kaori Suzuki has photographed some of Hollywood’ s biggest stars and her
explanation of her approach and process has provided us wonderful insight into the
difference in shooting between the US and Japan. We wish Kaori the best of luck on her
future endeavors.

Suzuki K Photography official site: https://suzukikphotography.com/
Instagram: @suzuki_k_photography

COMMUNITY NEWS .

The City of Irvine City Hall

is pleased to announce a new Art at City
Hall exhibition, Deep Water/Deep Earth,
which translates the enormous and
complex water channels underground in
Irvine into a body of collages, prints, and
programmed digital artwork.

Current Exhibition
Deep Water/Deep Earth Exhibition: Through November 22

Deep Water/Deep Earth refers to the many levels of physical geography and their
transformation under the massive forces of water flow.

City Hall is open to the public 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday and 8 am.-5
p.m. Friday. The exhibition, parking, and opening reception are free and open to
the public,
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'The haiku of Kobayashi Issa

The Voice 4f
Reiwa Fra

Kobayashi Issa was a poet of the late Edo period known
for haiku such as "Yase gaeru makeruna Issa kore ni ari," or
"Skinny Frog, don't get beaten. Issa is here." In his popular
style, Kobayashi Issa often wrote haiku in which he stands
by the weak and those without sunlight, while focusing
on small creatures. Issa has a famous haiku, "Yare utsutna
Haega tewosuru Ashiwosuru," "Don't swat it, the fly is
rubbing its hands and feet." Flies carry germs; therefore, it
is a matter of health to get rid of flies. But when you are
aiming to swat them off, they rub their hands and feet. It
is the fly's habit, of course, but to Issa, it looked as if the fly
is saying, "Please don't swat me." It is a unique observa-
tion that is typical of Issa.

In fact, Issa wrote "The fly on my arm, hitting the fly by my
hand" about two years before the haiku was composed.
From "utarekeri" (had been hit) to "yare utsuna" (do not
hit), what kind of change of mind did Issa have?

After Issa turned 50 years old, he married a woman named
Kiku and had a son named Sentaro. However, his first
child died just 28 days after his birth, and a few years later,
a second girl was born and named "Sato. The name
"SATO" was given in the hope that the child would be a
wise one.

In a haiku by Issa, there is a phrase, "Medetasamo chiuku-
rainari oragaharu”, or “My spring is a medium level of
celebration.” In the haiku, Issa said that he and his family
welcomed the New Year together with Sato, who was
born in the spring, and that he was chewing on the

By Bishop: Yuju Matsumoto

* ‘i“ Reiwa is the current era of Japan's

official calendar. It began on 1 May
2019, the day on which Emperor Akihito's
elder son, Naruhito, ascended the throne as
the 126th Emperor of Japan.

thought, "Is this happiness like other people?” In April of
the same year, Issa wrote a poem about the time he spent
with his daughter, “ Haeoumo matatanoshiika kononegao”
or “Fly chasing is also fun again,
turned one year old, Issa must have felt a little happiness in
repeatedly chasing away the flies that persistently flew
around her as she slept. The haiku probably reflects Issa's
parental love for taking care of his adorable daughter.
However, in June of the same year, Issa lost his beloved™
daughter again. The smallpox epidemic was sweeping the
world, and his beloved daughter became a victim of the
plague. Even Issa must have been aware of the imperma-
nence of the world and the fragility of life, but his grief

must have been unbearable.

It was two years earlier from the loss of his daughter when
Issa composed a poem titled "Fly had been struck”. It was
around the time of the third year memorial of his daugh-
ter's death when he realized that killing flies, even if itis a
fly, only deepens his own grief, so he composed a poem
titled "Do not strike.” Even in the midst of grief, having a
compassionate heart is a source of sustenance for life. In
the phrase, "Do not strike," we can read such hope into the
poem. When people encounter great sorrow, they dare to
be kind to others. When we are almost crushed by grief,
we can be considerate of others.

A kind look, a kind word, or a casual gesture of kindness
will eventually nurture a heart of compassion in that
person and become a pathway to overcoming grief.

isn'tit?” When Sato
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